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Overview/key issues

Overview
• With the number of confirmed cases and fatalities worldwide rising rapidly every day, many 

government authorities are enacting emergency measures, including immigration-related measures, to 
limit the spread of the COVID-19 pandemic and protect the health and safety of individuals in and 
outside of their countries.  

Key issues
• Measures being introduced to stem the spread of COVID-19 include the following: 

• Entry restrictions and heightened admission criteria for certain populations (including prohibitions on entry 
from high risk locations); 

• Mandatory “stay home notices” and quarantine orders for newly admitted citizens, residents and visitors 
(whether in state facilities, hotels or private residences);

• Temporary suspension (and in some cases, permanent cancellation) of existing visas issued prior to COVID-19 
and suspension of issuance of new visas; and

• Introduction of heightened eligibility criteria and application requirements where visas are being issued 
(including suspension of visa waiver agreements and enhanced document requirements for new applications).
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Global Snapshot: Africa and Americas

• In Africa, many countries are implementing restrictions on travelers from countries designated as high 
risk by the World Health Organization. In some nations, recently issued visas are being revoked and 
nationals from certain visa exempt countries now require a visa prior to travel. For returning nationals 
and travelers from lower risk countries, a 14-day quarantine period is required as a condition for 
admission.

• In the Americas, the United States were first to enact a targeted travel ban on February 2, 2020.  Since 
then, most countries in the Americas (with the notable exceptions of Brazil and Mexico) have 
implemented more rigid border controls. Measures have been put in place to limit non-essential travel 
between the US-Canadian and US-Mexican borders. In addition to border controls, quarantines and 
other isolation measures are being mandated across the Americas to limit the propagation of the 
pandemic within countries’ territories due to new travelers. Many consulates in the Americas, and 
those serving the Americas from outside the region, have suspended the issuance of new entry visas 
and in some cases closed their operations entirely, cancelling appointments and limiting their services 
to only emergency consular assistance.
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Global Snapshot: Asia Pacific and Europe

• In the Asia-Pacific region, most if not all countries have adopted a variation of the minimum 14-day 
quarantine measure for inbound travelers. This is in response to the heightened risk of importation of 
COVID-19 cases into Asian countries. In addition, an increasing number of countries are banning non-
citizens from entering, and prohibiting citizens departing their countries, with penalties for non-
compliance in some cases. In Singapore, the government has taken a strong stance on the stay-home 
measures currently in place and a breach of this rule may result in penalties to individuals (including 
revocation of their work passes, permanent bans on re-entry) and companies (revocation of an 
employer’s ability to sponsor work passes for periods of 1 to 3 years).

• In and around the European Union, the European Economic Area and the Schengen Area, virtually all 
countries have instituted restrictions on the entry of short term travelers (including tourists and 
business visitors), with other countries extending restrictions to longer term residents and EU 
nationals. The Schengen Area, which is known for creating a space with open borders within mainland 
Europe, is seeing member states enforcing border controls, even for EU/EEA citizens and residents. In 
a growing number of countries, existing/valid visas are being suspended temporarily (thereby 
preventing their holders from using them for entry) and new visa issuance is being delayed or 
suspended altogether.
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Global Snapshot: Middle East and Northern Africa

• In the Middle East countries are using similar preventive measures as in other regions, including 
significant travel limitations, mandatory quarantines for international travelers, suspensions on 
issuance of new visas, closure of schools, businesses and public gathering spaces. In some instances, 
even nationals of Gulf Cooperation Council member states are being restricted entry to locations where 
they otherwise would have visa free access. The most critical situation is in Iran, which is one of the top 
10 countries most affected by the pandemic globally.
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Next Steps

Employers should focus on:
• Identifying local and globally mobile populations and their family members, 
• Assessing the impact on local employees and global travelers, and 
• Developing action plans for specific individuals, groups and locations.
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Albania
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Entry restrictions
Quarantines/

Isolation measures
Suspension of 
existing visas

Heightened admission or 
visa application criteria

Suspension or delays in 
issuance of new visas

Measures designed to prohibit 
or reduce entry to the country

Mandatory measures to
prevent the spread of infection 

in new arrivals
Cancellation of some or all entry 
visas issued prior to COVID-19

New entry requirements for 
visa free nationals and/

or visa applicants

Issuance of new visas and/
or renewal of valid visas

due to expire soon

► Anyone entering Albania from 
quarantined areas of Italy will 
have to self-isolate and may 
receive an administrative fine if 
they fail to self-isolate.

Back to top



Angola
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Entry restrictions
Quarantines/

Isolation measures
Suspension of 
existing visas

Heightened admission or 
visa application criteria

Suspension or delays in 
issuance of new visas

Measures designed to prohibit 
or reduce entry to the country

Mandatory measures to
prevent the spread of infection 

in new arrivals
Cancellation of some or all entry 
visas issued prior to COVID-19

New entry requirements for 
visa free nationals and/

or visa applicants

Issuance of new visas and/
or renewal of valid visas

due to expire soon

► 'As of 20 March 2020, all 
flights to Angola are suspended 
for 15 days (this may be 
extended). 

► Land borders are also being 
closed. 

► The government may permit 
certain repatriation initiatives 
as it deems necessary. 

► Travelers allowed into the 
country will be quarantined for 
14 days.

Back to top



Argentina
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Entry restrictions
Quarantines/

Isolation measures
Suspension of 
existing visas

Heightened admission or 
visa application criteria

Suspension or delays in 
issuance of new visas

Measures designed to prohibit 
or reduce entry to the country

Mandatory measures to
prevent the spread of infection 

in new arrivals
Cancellation of some or all entry 
visas issued prior to COVID-19

New entry requirements for 
visa free nationals and/

or visa applicants

Issuance of new visas and/
or renewal of valid visas

due to expire soon

► As of 17 March 2020, any 
foreigner who is not a resident 
in Argentina will not be 
permitted entry until 1 April 
2020. On 12 March 2020, the 
Argentine President announced 
a 30 day suspension of all 
international flights from the 
UK, Europe, US, mainland 
China, Japan, South Korea and 
Iran to Argentina.

► Travelers are required to self-
isolate for 14 days if they are 
arriving from a country with 
known infections, including the 
US, mainland China, South 
Korea, Iran, Japan, United 
Kingdom and European Union 
member states.

► New visa issuance is currently 
suspended.

Back to top



Australia
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Entry restrictions
Quarantines/

Isolation measures
Suspension of 
existing visas

Heightened admission or 
visa application criteria

Suspension or delays in 
issuance of new visas

Measures designed to prohibit 
or reduce entry to the country

Mandatory measures to
prevent the spread of infection 

in new arrivals
Cancellation of some or all entry 
visas issued prior to COVID-19

New entry requirements for 
visa free nationals and/

or visa applicants

Issuance of new visas and/
or renewal of valid visas

due to expire soon

► Temporary visa holders are 
currently not permitted to 
enter Australia. 

► Temporary visas include 
subclass 457 visas, Temporary 
Skill Shortage (TSS) subclass 
482 visas, working holiday 
visas and student visas, as well 
as business and tourist visas. 

► All entrants will be required to 
self-isolate for 14 days after 
arrival.

► Temporary visa holders are 
currently not permitted to enter 
Australia. 

► Temporary visas include 
subclass 457 visas, Temporary 
Skill Shortage (TSS) subclass 
482 visas, working holiday visas 
and student visas, as well as 
business and tourist visas. 

► Temporary visa holders are 
currently not permitted to enter 
Australia. Exceptions are 
possible on a case by case basis, 
as determined by the Australian 
authorities (e.g. for individuals 
whose entry is in the national 
interest).

► Extended processing times are 
being experienced.

Back to top



Austria
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Entry restrictions
Quarantines/

Isolation measures
Suspension of 
existing visas

Heightened admission or 
visa application criteria

Suspension or delays in 
issuance of new visas

Measures designed to prohibit 
or reduce entry to the country

Mandatory measures to
prevent the spread of infection 

in new arrivals
Cancellation of some or all entry 
visas issued prior to COVID-19

New entry requirements for 
visa free nationals and/

or visa applicants

Issuance of new visas and/
or renewal of valid visas

due to expire soon

► Flights from “crisis regions” 
have been suspended until 
further notice.  This includes 
mainland China, Iran, South 
Korea, Italy, Switzerland, 
France, UK, Russia, Ukraine, 
and Spain.

► The Austrian borders with 
Slovakia, Czech Republic, 
Germany, Italy, and Slovenia 
are closed. Exceptions for 
travelers coming from Italy via 
car.

► Passenger trains to/from Italy 
have been suspended until 3 
April 2020.

► Travelers who have been to 
mainland China, Iran, South 
Korea or Italy within 14 days 
prior to entry must obtain a 
medical clearance certificate 
from a doctor issued within the 
last four days. 

► Austria has suspended the 
processing of all new visa 
applications.

Back to top



Bahrain
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Entry restrictions
Quarantines/

Isolation measures
Suspension of 
existing visas

Heightened admission or 
visa application criteria

Suspension or delays in 
issuance of new visas

Measures designed to prohibit 
or reduce entry to the country

Mandatory measures to
prevent the spread of infection 

in new arrivals
Cancellation of some or all entry 
visas issued prior to COVID-19

New entry requirements for 
visa free nationals and/

or visa applicants

Issuance of new visas and/
or renewal of valid visas

due to expire soon

► Only Bahrain citizens and 
residents and nationals of GCC 
countries are being granted 
admission to Bahrain at this 
time. 

► As of 18 March 2020, all 
individuals entering Bahrain 
must go through 14 days 
mandatory quarantine.

► Existing visas have not been 
formally suspended, however 
only Bahrain nationals and 
residents and GCC nationals are 
being admitted currently.

► As of 18 March 2020, issuance 
of all entry visas have been 
suspended with the exception of 
visas held by diplomatic 
passport holders.

► All new visa applications have 
been suspended by the 
immigration authorities.

Back to top



Belgium
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Entry restrictions
Quarantines/

Isolation measures
Suspension of 
existing visas

Heightened admission or 
visa application criteria

Suspension or delays in 
issuance of new visas

Measures designed to prohibit 
or reduce entry to the country

Mandatory measures to
prevent the spread of infection 

in new arrivals
Cancellation of some or all entry 
visas issued prior to COVID-19

New entry requirements for 
visa free nationals and/

or visa applicants

Issuance of new visas and/
or renewal of valid visas

due to expire soon

► Belgium has closed its borders 
to all non-essential travel.

► Schengen borders have been 
closed since 17 March 2020 for 
a period of 30 days to all 
foreign nationals except EU 
citizens and their family 
members (including UK 
citizens), long-term residents, 
diplomats, cross-border, 
healthcare workers, and people 
transporting goods.

► Everyone who came in contact 
with someone infected with the 
COVID-19 is obliged to go into 
quarantine for 14 days. 

► Belgian consulates and 
embassies are not issuing new 
visas.

Back to top



Bolivia
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Entry restrictions
Quarantines/

Isolation measures
Suspension of 
existing visas

Heightened admission or 
visa application criteria

Suspension or delays in 
issuance of new visas

Measures designed to prohibit 
or reduce entry to the country

Mandatory measures to
prevent the spread of infection 

in new arrivals
Cancellation of some or all entry 
visas issued prior to COVID-19

New entry requirements for 
visa free nationals and/

or visa applicants

Issuance of new visas and/
or renewal of valid visas

due to expire soon

► Flights to and from Europe 
were suspended beginning on 
14 March 2020.

Back to top



Brazil
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Entry restrictions
Quarantines/

Isolation measures
Suspension of 
existing visas

Heightened admission or 
visa application criteria

Suspension or delays in 
issuance of new visas

Measures designed to prohibit 
or reduce entry to the country

Mandatory measures to
prevent the spread of infection 

in new arrivals
Cancellation of some or all entry 
visas issued prior to COVID-19

New entry requirements for 
visa free nationals and/

or visa applicants

Issuance of new visas and/
or renewal of valid visas

due to expire soon

► As of 23 March 2020, 
foreigners from mainland 
China, the European Union 
member states, Iceland, 
Norway, Switzerland, United 
Kingdom, Northern Ireland, 
Australia, Japan, Iran, Malaysia 
and Republic of Korea will no 
longer be authorized to enter 
the country, and international 
flights from these locations will 
be cancelled. 

► Brazilian citizens and lawful 
residents are being granted the 
right of admission to the 
country but will need to find 
another departure point that 
offers flights to Brazil.

► All newly admitted individuals 
are being asked to self-isolate 
for at least 7 days. 

► Individuals with travel history 
into any of the following 
16 countries are to be assessed 
for symptoms and may be 
isolated at a healthcare facility if 
symptomatic: Germany, 
Australia, United Arab Emirates, 
Philippines, France, Iran, Italy, 
Malaysia, Japan, Singapore, 
South Korea, North Korea, 
Thailand, Vietnam, Cambodia, 
and mainland China. 

► Persons in contacts with 
individuals having traveled to 
the 16 countries above are 
asked to self-isolate for 14 days 
after possible exposure.

► Brazil visa application centers in 
mainland China are closed. 
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Brunei
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Entry restrictions
Quarantines/

Isolation measures
Suspension of 
existing visas

Heightened admission or 
visa application criteria

Suspension or delays in 
issuance of new visas

Measures designed to prohibit 
or reduce entry to the country

Mandatory measures to
prevent the spread of infection 

in new arrivals
Cancellation of some or all entry 
visas issued prior to COVID-19

New entry requirements for 
visa free nationals and/

or visa applicants

Issuance of new visas and/
or renewal of valid visas

due to expire soon

► Foreign nationals who reside 
outside of Brunei but commute 
by land to and from Brunei for 
work, or those who reside in the 
country but work outside of 
Brunei, and those who have 
applied /are applying for entry-
and-exit permits from the Prime 
Minister's Office will only be 
granted a 1-month period of 
stay, following which they can 
renew their application. 

► All visitors wishing to enter for 
business or leisure, with travel 
history from mainland China 
(Hubei Province), Iran, Europe 
and the UK in the last 14 days 
will be banned from entering 
Brunei. 

► All individuals arriving in Brunei 
Darussalam, regardless of 
nationality, are required to self-
isolate for 14 days. 

► The Ministry of Home Affairs has 
shortened the operating hours 
for Immigration Control Posts 
for land transportation to 6 am 
to 8 pm only.

Back to top



Bulgaria
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Entry restrictions
Quarantines/

Isolation measures
Suspension of 
existing visas

Heightened admission or 
visa application criteria

Suspension or delays in 
issuance of new visas

Measures designed to prohibit 
or reduce entry to the country

Mandatory measures to
prevent the spread of infection 

in new arrivals
Cancellation of some or all entry 
visas issued prior to COVID-19

New entry requirements for 
visa free nationals and/

or visa applicants

Issuance of new visas and/
or renewal of valid visas

due to expire soon

► Non-EU nationals will not be 
allowed entry effective 
20 March 2020 until 17 April 
2020, with the exception of 
North Macedonian and Turkish 
nationals that are allowed to 
transit to their country of 
residence.

► Nationals of the following 
countries are not allowed entry 
effective 18 March 2020: Italy, 
Spain, Iran, Republic of Korea, 
North Korea, mainland China, 
France, Germany, United 
Kingdom, Switzerland, 
Netherlands, India, Bangladesh, 
Maldives, Nepal, and Sri Lanka.

► The travel bans above are not 
applicable to medical specialists 
and researchers, diplomats, 
military and humanitarian 
officers.

► Reduced border crossings with 
North Macedonia, Serbia, and 
Romania.

► Travelers arriving from “risk 
areas” (Italy, Spain, Iran, 
Republic of Korea, mainland 
China, France, Germany, United 
Kingdom, Switzerland, 
Netherlands, India, Bangladesh, 
Maldives, Nepal, and Sri Lanka) 
will be placed under a 
mandatory 14 day quarantine.

► Delays in the issuance of new 
visas has been observed. 

Back to top



Canada
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Entry restrictions
Quarantines/

Isolation measures
Suspension of 
existing visas

Heightened admission or 
visa application criteria

Suspension or delays in 
issuance of new visas

Measures designed to prohibit 
or reduce entry to the country

Mandatory measures to
prevent the spread of infection 

in new arrivals
Cancellation of some or all entry 
visas issued prior to COVID-19

New entry requirements for 
visa free nationals and/

or visa applicants

Issuance of new visas and/
or renewal of valid visas

due to expire soon

► Canada’s borders are closed to 
all foreign nationals with limited 
exceptions. 

► Temporary residents are 
allowed entry into Canada by 
air, and can only enter at a land 
crossing provided travel is 
deemed essential. 

► Visitors for tourism purposes 
will not be permitted entry 
either by land or air. Visitors for 
business purposes will not be 
permitted to entry by air, but 
may be permitted to enter by 
land if their travel is deemed 
essential. 

► All international travelers are 
expected to self-isolate for 
14 days and contact health 
professionals immediately if 
experiencing COVID-19 
symptoms.

► Any traveler displaying 
COVID-19 symptoms will not be 
permitted to board a flight to 
Canada, regardless of 
citizenship. Travelers entering 
Canada by land with symptoms 
may still be admitted, but 
directed to self-quarantine for 
14 days. Additional 
requirements may be imposed 
at the discretion of visa officers, 
including completing an 
immigration medical exam.

► Visa processing times may take 
longer due to service 
reductions.

Back to top



Chile
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Entry restrictions
Quarantines/

Isolation measures
Suspension of 
existing visas

Heightened admission or 
visa application criteria

Suspension or delays in 
issuance of new visas

Measures designed to prohibit 
or reduce entry to the country

Mandatory measures to
prevent the spread of infection 

in new arrivals
Cancellation of some or all entry 
visas issued prior to COVID-19

New entry requirements for 
visa free nationals and/

or visa applicants

Issuance of new visas and/
or renewal of valid visas

due to expire soon

► As of 18 March 2020, all 
borders and ports of entry are 
closed to foreigners for 
15 days. Chilean citizens and 
permanent residents are 
exempted.

► Travelers from countries 
classified as High Risk by the 
World Health Organizations are 
subject to 14 day quarantine 
upon entry. These measures do 
not apply to those who have 
only transited through the 
airports. 

► International travelers are 
required to submit a sworn 
declaration listing the countries 
they have visited in the past 
30 days.

► New visa issuance is currently 
suspended. 

Back to top



China Mainland
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Entry restrictions
Quarantines/

Isolation measures
Suspension of 
existing visas

Heightened admission or 
visa application criteria

Suspension or delays in 
issuance of new visas

Measures designed to prohibit 
or reduce entry to the country

Mandatory measures to
prevent the spread of infection 

in new arrivals
Cancellation of some or all entry 
visas issued prior to COVID-19

New entry requirements for 
visa free nationals and/

or visa applicants

Issuance of new visas and/
or renewal of valid visas

due to expire soon

► International passenger flights 
must enter via one of 
12 designated point of entry. 

► At present, all means of travel 
within mainland China are 
functioning as per normal, with 
the exception of a lock-down in 
the following areas/cities:

► All Wuhan ports of entry 
(including land, air and sea)

► Cities in the Hubei province: 
including Jingmen, 
Xianning, Huangshi, Enshi, 
Xiaogan, Yicang, Suizhou, 
Shiyan Huanggang, 
Xiangyang, Ezhou and 
Huanggang

► Cities in the eastern 
Zhejiang province: Taizhou, 
Wenzhou and parts of 
Ningbo

► Passengers on international 
flights into Beijing will be 
quarantined at the first point of 
entry. Passengers who meet the 
boarding conditions for 
quarantine can then travel into 
Beijing. 

► All overseas visitors entering 
Beijing will undergo a 14 day 
quarantine.

► Tourist and business visa 
issuance for Hong Kong 
nationals have been suspended.

► Tourist visa issuance for Macau 
nationals have also been 
suspended.

► All passengers 
entering/departing mainland 
China are required to make a 
health declaration and undergo 
stringent checks by immigration 
clearance officers at 
checkpoints. 

► Chinese visa application service 
is temporarily unavailable in 
some countries (e.g. France, 
Germany, Italy, Malaysia, UK).

Back to top



Colombia
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Entry restrictions
Quarantines/

Isolation measures
Suspension of 
existing visas

Heightened admission or 
visa application criteria

Suspension or delays in 
issuance of new visas

Measures designed to prohibit 
or reduce entry to the country

Mandatory measures to
prevent the spread of infection 

in new arrivals
Cancellation of some or all entry 
visas issued prior to COVID-19

New entry requirements for 
visa free nationals and/

or visa applicants

Issuance of new visas and/
or renewal of valid visas

due to expire soon

► As of 17 March 2020, only 
Colombian citizens, as well as 
diplomats and foreign nationals 
with a migrant/resident/ 
courtesy visa will be allowed 
entry by air to Colombia. 

► All border crossings with Brazil, 
Peru, Panama, Ecuador and 
Venezuela are closed until 
30 May 2020.

► All individuals present in 
Colombia (citizens and visitors) 
are subject to home quarantine 
until 13 April 2020. 

► New visa issuance is currently 
suspended. 

Back to top



Costa Rica
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Entry restrictions
Quarantines/

Isolation measures
Suspension of 
existing visas

Heightened admission or 
visa application criteria

Suspension or delays in 
issuance of new visas

Measures designed to prohibit 
or reduce entry to the country

Mandatory measures to
prevent the spread of infection 

in new arrivals
Cancellation of some or all entry 
visas issued prior to COVID-19

New entry requirements for 
visa free nationals and/

or visa applicants

Issuance of new visas and/
or renewal of valid visas

due to expire soon

► Costa Rica declared a state of 
emergency on 23 March 2020. 
The admission of foreigners to 
the country is temporarily 
prohibited as of this date. 

► All non-citizens who depart 
Costa Rica on or after 23 March 
2020 will lose their immigration 
status, and will be required to 
re-apply to obtain their 
previously held status. Non-
citizens who departed the 
country prior to this date will 
not have their immigration 
status revoked. 

► All new entrants to the country 
(including citizens) are being 
subjected to a mandatory 14 
day isolation period. 

► New visa issuance is currently 
suspended until 17 May 2020.

Back to top



Croatia
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Entry restrictions
Quarantines/

Isolation measures
Suspension of 
existing visas

Heightened admission or 
visa application criteria

Suspension or delays in 
issuance of new visas

Measures designed to prohibit 
or reduce entry to the country

Mandatory measures to
prevent the spread of infection 

in new arrivals
Cancellation of some or all entry 
visas issued prior to COVID-19

New entry requirements for 
visa free nationals and/

or visa applicants

Issuance of new visas and/
or renewal of valid visas

due to expire soon

► The Schengen borders have 
been closed since 17 March 
2020 for a period of 30 days to 
all foreign nationals except EU 
citizens and their family 
members (including UK 
citizens), long-term residents, 
diplomats, cross-border, 
healthcare workers, and people 
transporting goods.

► Effective 12 March 2020, all 
foreign nationals traveling to 
Croatia from mainland China, 
Germany, Iran, Italy and South 
Korea are mandated to spend 
14 days in official government 
quarantine facilities.
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Cuba
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Entry restrictions
Quarantines/

Isolation measures
Suspension of 
existing visas

Heightened admission or 
visa application criteria

Suspension or delays in 
issuance of new visas

Measures designed to prohibit 
or reduce entry to the country

Mandatory measures to
prevent the spread of infection 

in new arrivals
Cancellation of some or all entry 
visas issued prior to COVID-19

New entry requirements for 
visa free nationals and/

or visa applicants

Issuance of new visas and/
or renewal of valid visas

due to expire soon

► As of 23 March 2020, only 
Cuban nationals and residents 
will be allowed to enter Cuba. 

► All newly admitted individuals 
will be required to be in 
quarantine for 14 days. Visitors 
staying in casas particulares
may be moved to hotels; new 
arrivals may be taken to hotels 
or other accommodation for 
isolation.
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Cyprus

Impact of COVID-19 on Global ImmigrationPage 26

Entry restrictions
Quarantines/

Isolation measures
Suspension of 
existing visas

Heightened admission or 
visa application criteria

Suspension or delays in 
issuance of new visas

Measures designed to prohibit 
or reduce entry to the country

Mandatory measures to
prevent the spread of infection 

in new arrivals
Cancellation of some or all entry 
visas issued prior to COVID-19

New entry requirements for 
visa free nationals and/

or visa applicants

Issuance of new visas and/
or renewal of valid visas

due to expire soon

► Visitors may be restricted from 
entry and if considered for 
entry may be required to obtain 
advance approval to enter 
and/or provide documentation 
such as a Certificate issued 
from the competent Ministry of 
the Republic of Cyprus on the 
basis of the scope of the visit.

► All individuals entering Cyprus 
must quarantine for 14 days 
upon arrival, in special 
quarantine locations designated 
by the Ministry of Health, with 
the exception of the persons 
that were abroad for medical 
reasons, who will remain self-
contained to continue their 
treatment.

► Effective 16 March 2020 until 
30 April 2020, Cyprus nationals 
will be required to present a 
valid medical certificate issued 
within the last 4 days by a 
certified Medical Center. 
Exceptions for this requirement 
exist for Cyprus nationals who 
were abroad for medical 
reasons, those abroad for short 
visits or professional reasons, 
and diplomats entering under 
the terms of the Vienna 
convention.

► The issuance of all entry 
permits, either for employment 
or studying purposes, is 
suspended. 
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Czech Republic
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Entry restrictions
Quarantines/

Isolation measures
Suspension of 
existing visas

Heightened admission or 
visa application criteria

Suspension or delays in 
issuance of new visas

Measures designed to prohibit 
or reduce entry to the country

Mandatory measures to
prevent the spread of infection 

in new arrivals
Cancellation of some or all entry 
visas issued prior to COVID-19

New entry requirements for 
visa free nationals and/

or visa applicants

Issuance of new visas and/
or renewal of valid visas

due to expire soon

► The Schengen borders have 
been closed effective 17 March 
2020 for a period of 30 days to 
all foreign nationals except EU 
citizens and their family 
members (including UK 
citizens), long-term residents, 
diplomats, cross-border, 
healthcare workers, and people 
transporting goods.

► No entry allowed for foreign 
nationals traveling from “risk 
areas” (Austria, Belgium, 
mainland China, Denmark, 
France, Germany, Great Britain, 
Iran, Italy, Netherlands, 
Norway, South Korea, Spain, 
Sweden, Switzerland) except 
for those with permanent or 
temporary (over 90 days) 
residence in the Czech 
Republic.

► Travelers arriving from “risk 
areas” and those displaying 
COVID-19 symptoms will be 
placed under a mandatory 
14 day quarantine.

► The following have been 
suspended:

(1) Processing of existing and 
receiving new visa 
applications at Czech 
Republic consulates in 
mainland China;

(2) Processing of Schengen 
visa, long-term and 
permanent residence permit 
applications at all 
diplomatic missions;

(3) Processing of existing 
Schengen visa applications.
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Denmark
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Entry restrictions
Quarantines/

Isolation measures
Suspension of 
existing visas

Heightened admission or 
visa application criteria

Suspension or delays in 
issuance of new visas

Measures designed to prohibit 
or reduce entry to the country

Mandatory measures to
prevent the spread of infection 

in new arrivals
Cancellation of some or all entry 
visas issued prior to COVID-19

New entry requirements for 
visa free nationals and/

or visa applicants

Issuance of new visas and/
or renewal of valid visas

due to expire soon

► All foreign nationals will be 
banned entry effective 
14 March 2020 until 13 April 
2020, with the exception of 
Danish citizens, Danish work 
and residency permit holders, 
and those deemed to have a 
critical purpose of travel. 

► Effective 20 March 2020, only 
three land ports of entry 
between Germany and Denmark 
are operational:  Sæd, Frøslev, 
and Kruså.

► All travelers will need to observe 
a 14 day quarantine period upon 
arrival.

► There are widespread delays in 
the issuance of visas as consular 
posts are closed or operating 
with reduced staff. 

Back to top



Dominican Republic
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Entry restrictions
Quarantines/

Isolation measures
Suspension of 
existing visas

Heightened admission or 
visa application criteria

Suspension or delays in 
issuance of new visas

Measures designed to prohibit 
or reduce entry to the country

Mandatory measures to
prevent the spread of infection 

in new arrivals
Cancellation of some or all entry 
visas issued prior to COVID-19

New entry requirements for 
visa free nationals and/

or visa applicants

Issuance of new visas and/
or renewal of valid visas

due to expire soon

► Flights from several locations, 
including locations in Italy, are 
currently cancelled and could 
impact the entry of citizens, 
residents and visitors who are 
outside of Dominican Republic 
and seeking to enter the 
Dominican Republic. 

► Newly admitted individuals who 
present symptoms of COVID-19 
will be sent to local hospitals. 

► New entrants who do not 
present symptoms who were in 
mainland China in the last 14 
days may be subject to home 
quarantine.

Back to top



Ecuador
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Entry restrictions
Quarantines/

Isolation measures
Suspension of 
existing visas

Heightened admission or 
visa application criteria

Suspension or delays in 
issuance of new visas

Measures designed to prohibit 
or reduce entry to the country

Mandatory measures to
prevent the spread of infection 

in new arrivals
Cancellation of some or all entry 
visas issued prior to COVID-19

New entry requirements for 
visa free nationals and/

or visa applicants

Issuance of new visas and/
or renewal of valid visas

due to expire soon

► All travelers who have been in, 
or transited through, mainland 
China (Hubei and Guandong
provinces), Denmark, France, 
Germany, Iran, Italy, 
Netherlands, Norway, Spain, 
South Korea, Sweden, 
Switzerland or the United States 
must undergo mandatory 
14 day self-quarantine.
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Egypt
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Entry restrictions
Quarantines/

Isolation measures
Suspension of 
existing visas

Heightened admission or 
visa application criteria

Suspension or delays in 
issuance of new visas

Measures designed to prohibit 
or reduce entry to the country

Mandatory measures to
prevent the spread of infection 

in new arrivals
Cancellation of some or all entry 
visas issued prior to COVID-19

New entry requirements for 
visa free nationals and/

or visa applicants

Issuance of new visas and/
or renewal of valid visas

due to expire soon

► Egypt has suspended all flights 
in and out of all Egyptian 
airports starting 19 March 
2020 until 31 March 2020.

► Individuals who recently entered 
Egypt and were previously in 
Bahrain, mainland China, 
France, Germany, Hong Kong, 
Iran, Iraq, Italy, Japan, Macau, 
Kuwait, Malaysia, Singapore, 
South Korea, Spain, 
Switzerland, Thailand or 
Vietnam were screened upon 
arrival and were/are due for a 
medical follow up within 14 days 
of arrival.

► As Egypt has suspended flights 
in and out of all airports until 
31 March 2020, visa holders 
(including individuals who are 
eligible for Visas on Arrival) are 
unable to enter with their visas 
during this time. 

► As Egypt has suspended flights 
in and out of all airports until 
31 March 2020, visa holders 
(including individuals who are 
eligible for Visas on Arrival) are 
unable to enter with their visas 
during this time. 

► New visa issuance is currently 
suspended. 
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El Salvador
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Entry restrictions
Quarantines/

Isolation measures
Suspension of 
existing visas

Heightened admission or 
visa application criteria

Suspension or delays in 
issuance of new visas

Measures designed to prohibit 
or reduce entry to the country

Mandatory measures to
prevent the spread of infection 

in new arrivals
Cancellation of some or all entry 
visas issued prior to COVID-19

New entry requirements for 
visa free nationals and/

or visa applicants

Issuance of new visas and/
or renewal of valid visas

due to expire soon

► As of 11 March 2020, all 
foreign nationals are banned 
from entry for 21 days.

► All persons entering the country 
will be placed in preventive 
quarantine for 30 days.
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Estonia
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Entry restrictions
Quarantines/

Isolation measures
Suspension of 
existing visas

Heightened admission or 
visa application criteria

Suspension or delays in 
issuance of new visas

Measures designed to prohibit 
or reduce entry to the country

Mandatory measures to
prevent the spread of infection 

in new arrivals
Cancellation of some or all entry 
visas issued prior to COVID-19

New entry requirements for 
visa free nationals and/

or visa applicants

Issuance of new visas and/
or renewal of valid visas

due to expire soon

► Temporary border restrictions 
effective 17 March 2020. 

► Travelers from mainland China, 
Italy, Iran, South Korea, 
Germany (North Rhine-
Westphalia, Baden-
Württemberg, Bavaria), France 
(Auvergne-Rhône-Alpes, 
Franche-Comté, Nord-Pas-de-
Calais, Île-de-France), Spain 
(Madrid, Catalonia and the 
Basque Country), Austria 
(Tyrol), Japan and Singapore, 
have to be isolated for two 
weeks.

► There are widespread delays in 
the issuance of visas as consular 
posts are closed or operating 
with reduced staff. 
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Entry restrictions
Quarantines/

Isolation measures
Suspension of 
existing visas

Heightened admission or 
visa application criteria

Suspension or delays in 
issuance of new visas

Measures designed to prohibit 
or reduce entry to the country

Mandatory measures to
prevent the spread of infection 

in new arrivals
Cancellation of some or all entry 
visas issued prior to COVID-19

New entry requirements for 
visa free nationals and/

or visa applicants

Issuance of new visas and/
or renewal of valid visas

due to expire soon

► All non-Fiji citizens with travel 
history in the last 14 days from 
mainland China, Italy, Iran, 
Spain, South Korea, United 
States of America and all of 
Europe, including the United 
Kingdom, are banned from 
entry into Fiji.

► Anyone entering Fiji from any 
overseas destination will be 
required to self-quarantine for 
14 days. 

► There is restricted movement 
for individuals entering the 
Greater Lautoka Area. 
Individuals not living in the 
Greater Lautoka Area, cannot 
travel there, even for work 
purposes. 
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Finland
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Entry restrictions
Quarantines/

Isolation measures
Suspension of 
existing visas

Heightened admission or 
visa application criteria

Suspension or delays in 
issuance of new visas

Measures designed to prohibit 
or reduce entry to the country

Mandatory measures to
prevent the spread of infection 

in new arrivals
Cancellation of some or all entry 
visas issued prior to COVID-19

New entry requirements for 
visa free nationals and/

or visa applicants

Issuance of new visas and/
or renewal of valid visas

due to expire soon

► International air travel is limited 
to the Helsinki-Vantaa, 
Mararianhamina, and Turku 
airports.

► Only citizens and lawful 
residents of Finland are allowed 
entry at this time.

► Finnish citizens and permanent 
residents returning from abroad 
will be placed in quarantine-like 
conditions for two weeks.  
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France
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Entry restrictions
Quarantines/

Isolation measures
Suspension of 
existing visas

Heightened admission or 
visa application criteria

Suspension or delays in 
issuance of new visas

Measures designed to prohibit 
or reduce entry to the country

Mandatory measures to
prevent the spread of infection 

in new arrivals
Cancellation of some or all entry 
visas issued prior to COVID-19

New entry requirements for 
visa free nationals and/

or visa applicants

Issuance of new visas and/
or renewal of valid visas

due to expire soon

► The Schengen borders have 
been closed effective 17 March 
2020 for a period of 30 days to 
all foreign nationals except EU 
citizens and their family 
members (including UK 
citizens), long-term residents, 
diplomats, cross-border, 
healthcare workers, and people 
transporting goods.

► All travelers will be required to 
self isolate for 14 days.

► French consulates have 
suspended the issuance of visas 
until further notice. All visa 
types are affected, including 
short stay Schengen visas, long 
stay visas to France (ICT, 
Passeport Talent), visas to 
overseas territories. 

► Visa applications already 
submitted will not be processed.

► Booked visa appointments will 
be postponed.

► Processing times for work 
permit applications are 
currently delayed.

► It is no longer possible to submit 
residence permit applications or 
collect residence permits.  

Back to top



Gabon

Impact of COVID-19 on Global ImmigrationPage 37

Entry restrictions
Quarantines/

Isolation measures
Suspension of 
existing visas

Heightened admission or 
visa application criteria

Suspension or delays in 
issuance of new visas

Measures designed to prohibit 
or reduce entry to the country

Mandatory measures to
prevent the spread of infection 

in new arrivals
Cancellation of some or all entry 
visas issued prior to COVID-19

New entry requirements for 
visa free nationals and/

or visa applicants

Issuance of new visas and/
or renewal of valid visas

due to expire soon

► Foreigners who recently visited 
mainland China (within 14 days 
of expected travel to Gabon) 
are not permitted to enter until 
further notice. 

► In addition, Gabon has 
temporarily closed a part of its 
border with Cameroon. 

► Medical screening may be 
carried out for new arrivals. 
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Germany
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Entry restrictions
Quarantines/

Isolation measures
Suspension of 
existing visas

Heightened admission or 
visa application criteria

Suspension or delays in 
issuance of new visas

Measures designed to prohibit 
or reduce entry to the country

Mandatory measures to
prevent the spread of infection 

in new arrivals
Cancellation of some or all entry 
visas issued prior to COVID-19

New entry requirements for 
visa free nationals and/

or visa applicants

Issuance of new visas and/
or renewal of valid visas

due to expire soon

► All foreign nationals will be barred 
entry with the exception of the 
following:
(1) EU citizens (including UK 

citizens) and Schengen 
associated countries (EEA: 
Iceland, Norway, 
Liechtenstein; Switzerland) 
and their family members 
returning to their usual place 
of residence;

(2) Third-country nationals 
returning to their usual place 
of residence with a long-term 
residence permit (including 
national visas type D);

(3) Third-country nationals with 
so-called "essential 
functions“;

(4) Health workers and 
researchers, individuals in the 
nursing profession; and

(5) Cross-border commuters, 
transport personnel in goods 
and other necessary areas 
(e.g. air crews).

► All travelers are required to self 
isolate for 14 days.

► Delays in visa and permit 
application processing can be 
expected.
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Entry restrictions
Quarantines/

Isolation measures
Suspension of 
existing visas

Heightened admission or 
visa application criteria

Suspension or delays in 
issuance of new visas

Measures designed to prohibit 
or reduce entry to the country

Mandatory measures to
prevent the spread of infection 

in new arrivals
Cancellation of some or all entry 
visas issued prior to COVID-19

New entry requirements for 
visa free nationals and/

or visa applicants

Issuance of new visas and/
or renewal of valid visas

due to expire soon

► From midnight on 22 March 
2020 all borders will be closed 
to all travelers.

► A mandatory 14 day quarantine 
period will be imposed on all 
travelers that are otherwise 
allowed to enter Ghana.

► Ghanaian missions abroad are 
no longer issuing new visas.
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Greece
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Entry restrictions
Quarantines/

Isolation measures
Suspension of 
existing visas

Heightened admission or 
visa application criteria

Suspension or delays in 
issuance of new visas

Measures designed to prohibit 
or reduce entry to the country

Mandatory measures to
prevent the spread of infection 

in new arrivals
Cancellation of some or all entry 
visas issued prior to COVID-19

New entry requirements for 
visa free nationals and/

or visa applicants

Issuance of new visas and/
or renewal of valid visas

due to expire soon

► The Schengen borders have 
been closed effective 17 March 
2020 for a period of 30 days to 
all foreign nationals except EU 
citizens and their family 
members (including UK 
citizens), long-term residents, 
diplomats, cross-border, 
healthcare workers, and people 
transporting goods.

► The Greek government 
announced a 14 day quarantine 
for all visitors, however no 
specific measures have been 
implemented yet.
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Guatemala
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Entry restrictions
Quarantines/

Isolation measures
Suspension of 
existing visas

Heightened admission or 
visa application criteria

Suspension or delays in 
issuance of new visas

Measures designed to prohibit 
or reduce entry to the country

Mandatory measures to
prevent the spread of infection 

in new arrivals
Cancellation of some or all entry 
visas issued prior to COVID-19

New entry requirements for 
visa free nationals and/

or visa applicants

Issuance of new visas and/
or renewal of valid visas

due to expire soon

► All passengers who visited 
mainland China in the 15 days 
leading to their approach are 
restricted from entering 
Guatemala, as are travelers 
from Korea, Japan, mainland 
China, Italy, France, Spain, 
England, Germany and Iran, in 
addition to citizens and 
residents of the US and Canada 
(excluding Guatemalans).
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Entry restrictions
Quarantines/

Isolation measures
Suspension of 
existing visas

Heightened admission or 
visa application criteria

Suspension or delays in 
issuance of new visas

Measures designed to prohibit 
or reduce entry to the country

Mandatory measures to
prevent the spread of infection 

in new arrivals
Cancellation of some or all entry 
visas issued prior to COVID-19

New entry requirements for 
visa free nationals and/

or visa applicants

Issuance of new visas and/
or renewal of valid visas

due to expire soon

► All travelers will be required to 
self-isolate for 14 days 
regardless of whether they 
exhibit COVID-19 symptoms.

► Visa processing delays may be 
expected due to multiple visa 
application center closures. 
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Honduras
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Entry restrictions
Quarantines/

Isolation measures
Suspension of 
existing visas

Heightened admission or 
visa application criteria

Suspension or delays in 
issuance of new visas

Measures designed to prohibit 
or reduce entry to the country

Mandatory measures to
prevent the spread of infection 

in new arrivals
Cancellation of some or all entry 
visas issued prior to COVID-19

New entry requirements for 
visa free nationals and/

or visa applicants

Issuance of new visas and/
or renewal of valid visas

due to expire soon

► As of 16 March 2020, foreign 
visitors from countries with a 
high incidence of COVID-19 
cases are prohibited from 
entering the country. 

► A 14 day quarantine is in place 
for all inividuals who recently 
entered the country and 
previously visited countries with 
a high incidence of COVID-19.

► New visa issuance is currently 
suspended until 17 May 2020.
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Hong Kong
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Entry restrictions
Quarantines/

Isolation measures
Suspension of 
existing visas

Heightened admission or 
visa application criteria

Suspension or delays in 
issuance of new visas

Measures designed to prohibit 
or reduce entry to the country

Mandatory measures to
prevent the spread of infection 

in new arrivals
Cancellation of some or all entry 
visas issued prior to COVID-19

New entry requirements for 
visa free nationals and/

or visa applicants

Issuance of new visas and/
or renewal of valid visas

due to expire soon

► All residents from Hubei 
Province and travelers who 
visited Hubei Province in the 
past 14 days are banned from 
entering HKSAR. This excludes 
HKSAR residents, Permanent 
Residents and those holding 
valid non-visitor HKSAR visas.

► All foreigners will be banned 
from entering /transiting 
through Hong Kong effective 
25 March 2020 for 14 days. 
This ban excludes HKSAR 
residents, Permanent Residents 
and HKSAR employment visa 
holders and their dependents.

► Only the Hong Kong 
International Airport, the Hong 
Kong-Zhuhai-Macau Bridge, and 
the Shenzhen Bay Port remain 
in operation. All ferry transfer 
services are suspended. 

► All travelers (including HKSAR 
residents, permanent residents 
and those holding valid non-
visitor HSAR visas) arriving from 
overseas countries/territories 
will be subject to a mandatory 
14-days quarantine. Impacted 
travelers must hold a valid entry 
permit/ visa valid of no less than 
14 days, otherwise they will be 
barred from entry.

► A health declaration form must 
be completed and submitted to 
the Hong Kong Department of 
Health on arrival if Hong Kong is 
the final destination. These 
forms will be distributed 
onboard all flights to Hong 
Kong. Alternatively, passengers 
can submit their details by filling 
out the online form prior to 
departure. Upon completion, a 
QR code (valid for 24 hours) will 
be provided to present to 
officials on arrival.

► Certain services could be 
suspended with no advance 
notice, and this is subject to the 
volume of applications received 
by the Immigration Department.

► Extension of Stay applications 
will only be accepted for visas 
expiring within one month from 
the date of the application 
submission.

Back to top



Hungary
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Entry restrictions
Quarantines/

Isolation measures
Suspension of 
existing visas

Heightened admission or 
visa application criteria

Suspension or delays in 
issuance of new visas

Measures designed to prohibit 
or reduce entry to the country

Mandatory measures to
prevent the spread of infection 

in new arrivals
Cancellation of some or all entry 
visas issued prior to COVID-19

New entry requirements for 
visa free nationals and/

or visa applicants

Issuance of new visas and/
or renewal of valid visas

due to expire soon

► Third country nationals, including 
those with a valid Hungarian 
residence permit, are prohibited 
from entering, with the exception 
of the following:

► (1) Close relatives (spouse, 
parents) of Hungarian citizens and 
who possess valid a Hungarian 
residence permit; and

► (2) EU citizens holding a Hungarian 
“Permanent Residence Card” 
(“Állandó tartózkodási kártya”).

► EU citizens holding a “Registration 
Certificate for EEA citizens” 
(“Regisztrációs igazolás EGT 
állampolgár részére”) are 
prohibited entry.

► Hungarian nationals and EEA 
nationals with permanent residence 
are subject to health screening and 
quarantine or self-isolation as 
determined by the authorities.

► There are widespread delays in the 
issuance of visas as consular posts 
are closed or are operating with 
reduced staff. 
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Iceland
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Entry restrictions
Quarantines/

Isolation measures
Suspension of 
existing visas

Heightened admission or 
visa application criteria

Suspension or delays in 
issuance of new visas

Measures designed to prohibit 
or reduce entry to the country

Mandatory measures to
prevent the spread of infection 

in new arrivals
Cancellation of some or all entry 
visas issued prior to COVID-19

New entry requirements for 
visa free nationals and/

or visa applicants

Issuance of new visas and/
or renewal of valid visas

due to expire soon

► The Schengen borders have 
been closed effective 17 March 
2020 for a period of 30 days to 
all foreign nationals except EU 
citizens and their family 
members (including UK 
citizens), long-term residents, 
diplomats, cross-border, 
healthcare workers, and people 
transporting goods.

► All Icelandic nationals and 
residents must self-isolate for 
14 days on arrival.
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Entry restrictions
Quarantines/

Isolation measures
Suspension of 
existing visas

Heightened admission or 
visa application criteria

Suspension or delays in 
issuance of new visas

Measures designed to prohibit 
or reduce entry to the country

Mandatory measures to
prevent the spread of infection 

in new arrivals
Cancellation of some or all entry 
visas issued prior to COVID-19

New entry requirements for 
visa free nationals and/

or visa applicants

Issuance of new visas and/
or renewal of valid visas

due to expire soon

► Indian nationals abroad have 
been advised to stay put and 
not travel.

► All passengers traveling from 
the EU, EEA, Afghanistan, 
Malaysia, Philippines, Turkey 
and the United Kingdom are 
banned from entering India. 

► All international commercial 
aircrafts are prohibited to land 
in India effective 22 March 
2020 until 29 March 2020.

► All incoming travelers, including 
Indian nationals, arriving from 
or having visited mainland 
China, Italy, Iran, Republic of 
Korea, France, Spain and 
Germany, UAE, Qatar, Oman 
and Kuwait shall be quarantined 
for a minimum of 14 days. 

► All existing visas issued to 
nationals that have not already 
entered India has been 
suspended from 13 March 2020 
until April 15, 2020 - except for 
those issued to Diplomats, 
Official passport holders, those 
in UN / International 
organizations, those on 
Employment, Project visas and 
those who are operating aircrew 
of scheduled commercial 
airlines.

► Visas issued to foreign nationals 
currently in India remain valid. 
For extensions/ conversions, the 
application can be filed with 
nearest FRRO/ FRO per usual. 

► Visa free travel facility granted 
to OCI card holders that are not 
currently in India is suspended 
from 13 March 2020 until 
15 April 2020. 

► All international passengers 
entering India are required to 
furnish a duly filled self-
declaration form to health and 
immigration officials, as well as 
undergo Universal Health 
Screening at the designated 
health counters located at all 
points of entry.

► Passengers traveling from / 
having visited Italy or the 
Republic of Korea will need to 
furnish a certificate confirming 
they tested negative of COVID-
19 from designated laboratories 
authorized by the health 
authorities in those respective 
countries. 
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Indonesia
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Entry restrictions
Quarantines/

Isolation measures
Suspension of 
existing visas

Heightened admission or 
visa application criteria

Suspension or delays in 
issuance of new visas

Measures designed to prohibit 
or reduce entry to the country

Mandatory measures to
prevent the spread of infection 

in new arrivals
Cancellation of some or all entry 
visas issued prior to COVID-19

New entry requirements for 
visa free nationals and/

or visa applicants

Issuance of new visas and/
or renewal of valid visas

due to expire soon

► All visitors with a travel history 
to France, Germany, Holy See, 
Iran, Italy, Spain, Switzerland 
and the UK in the last 14 days 
will be denied entry into or 
transit through Indonesia. 

► Measures for visitors from 
mainland China, South Korea, 
City of Daegu and Province of 
Gyeongsanguk-do remain in 
effect.

► All flights inbound and 
outbound from mainland China 
are suspended.

► Travelers who show symptoms 
of COVID-19 are subject to a 
14-day observation period in a 
government facility. 

► If no initial symptoms are 
observed, a 14-day self-
quarantine is strongly 
recommended. 

► All visitors must complete and 
submit a Health Alert Card to 
the Port Health Authority upon 
arrival at Indonesian airports.

► Foreigners with a Visit Visa, 
Limited Stay Visa (VITAS), and 
Permanent Stay Permit (ITAP) 
can be granted an entry stamp 
after completing a health check 
by the relevant authority and 
testing negative for COVID-19.

► All foreigners who wish to visit 
Indonesia must obtain a visa 
from the Indonesian Embassy in 
accordance with the purpose of 
their visit. A health certificate 
issued by the relevant health 
authority will be required. 

► Additional requirements in place 
for Visit Visa and Limited Stay 
Visa (VITAS) applications.  

► The issuance of Visit Visa on 
Arrival (VoA) and Visit Visa 
Exemptions, as well as 
diplomatic/service visa-free 
facilities is currently suspended.

► The extension of expired Stay 
Permits for foreign travelers 
who are currently in Indonesia 
shall be conducted in 
accordance with the Regulation 
of the Ministry of Justice and 
Human Rights No. 7 of 2020.

► The extension of Residence 
Permits for holders of 
Temporary Stay Permit Card 
(KITAS)/ Permanent Stay Permit 
Card (KITAP) and holders of 
Diplomatic Visa and Service Visa 
who are currently overseas and 
will expire, shall be conducted in 
accordance with the Regulation 
of the Ministry of Justice and 
Human Rights No.7 of 2020.
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Entry restrictions
Quarantines/

Isolation measures
Suspension of 
existing visas

Heightened admission or 
visa application criteria

Suspension or delays in 
issuance of new visas

Measures designed to prohibit 
or reduce entry to the country

Mandatory measures to
prevent the spread of infection 

in new arrivals
Cancellation of some or all entry 
visas issued prior to COVID-19

New entry requirements for 
visa free nationals and/

or visa applicants

Issuance of new visas and/
or renewal of valid visas

due to expire soon

► Anyone entering Ireland, 
including Irish residents, are 
asked to restrict their 
movement for 14 days on 
arrival into Ireland - except 
those traveling from Northern 
Ireland or essential supply chain 
workers, such as pilots, hauliers 
and maritime staff, whether 
Irish-based or foreign-based. 

► New visa applications will no 
longer be accepted effective 20 
March 2020 - exceptions in 
place for emergency visas and 
immediate family members of 
Irish citizens. 

► Newly submitted applications 
will remain on hold pending 
lifting of temporary measures 
designed to stem the spread of 
COVID-19.

► Irish employment permit 
applications are currently still 
being accepted for processing, 
with priority being given to 
healthcare and medical 
professionals. 
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Entry restrictions
Quarantines/

Isolation measures
Suspension of 
existing visas

Heightened admission or 
visa application criteria

Suspension or delays in 
issuance of new visas

Measures designed to prohibit 
or reduce entry to the country

Mandatory measures to
prevent the spread of infection 

in new arrivals
Cancellation of some or all entry 
visas issued prior to COVID-19

New entry requirements for 
visa free nationals and/

or visa applicants

Issuance of new visas and/
or renewal of valid visas

due to expire soon

► Foreign nationals are not 
allowed to enter Israel effective 
18 March 2020, with the 
exception of Israeli citizens, 
residents, those whose "lives 
are based in Israel", and  
spouses and children of Israeli 
citizens.

► All travelers entering Israel 
starting on 9 March 2020 will be 
placed in home isolation for 
14 days. 

► Anyone in contact with a 
confirmed COVID-19 patient or 
who has a fever and respiratory 
symptoms will also be placed in 
home isolation. 

► Foreign nationals whose lives 
are based in Israel will need to 
provide evidence of their 
"center of life" in Israel. This is 
done by filing a digital 
application with the local Israeli 
embassy or consulate. The 
applicant and applicable airline 
will be notified by the relevant 
overseas embassy/consulate, 
when a decision has been made. 
The applicant will also be 
required to provide proof of 
their ability to undergo a 14 day 
home isolation in Israel (not in a 
hotel/hostel/guest house).

► Work permit and work visa 
extension applications are 
currently delayed. 

► Most overseas Israeli consulates 
provide emergency services 
only, cancelling many previously 
scheduled appointments, and 
foreign nationals will need to 
provide evidence that their lives 
are based in Israel.
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Entry restrictions
Quarantines/

Isolation measures
Suspension of 
existing visas

Heightened admission or 
visa application criteria

Suspension or delays in 
issuance of new visas

Measures designed to prohibit 
or reduce entry to the country

Mandatory measures to
prevent the spread of infection 

in new arrivals
Cancellation of some or all entry 
visas issued prior to COVID-19

New entry requirements for 
visa free nationals and/

or visa applicants

Issuance of new visas and/
or renewal of valid visas

due to expire soon

► The authorities have 
implemented special 
regulations on entry and exit 
from Italy and movement within 
the territory is to be avoided 
except for compelling reasons 
to be verified on a case by case 
basis. Unnecessary travel to 
Italy should be avoided at the 
moment. 

► Certain Italian Consulates and 
Embassies have suspended the 
issuance of new visas.
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Entry restrictions
Quarantines/

Isolation measures
Suspension of 
existing visas

Heightened admission or 
visa application criteria

Suspension or delays in 
issuance of new visas

Measures designed to prohibit 
or reduce entry to the country

Mandatory measures to
prevent the spread of infection 

in new arrivals
Cancellation of some or all entry 
visas issued prior to COVID-19

New entry requirements for 
visa free nationals and/

or visa applicants

Issuance of new visas and/
or renewal of valid visas

due to expire soon

► All air and sea ports are closed 
effective 22 March 2020 for a 
period of 14 days, with the 
potential for extension. 

► All travelers inbound from 
countries where there is local 
transmission of COVID-19 will 
be required to self-quarantine 
for up to 14 days.

► Many Jamaican consular offices 
are closed until further notice, 
including New York, Washington 
DC and London.
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Entry restrictions
Quarantines/

Isolation measures
Suspension of 
existing visas

Heightened admission or 
visa application criteria

Suspension or delays in 
issuance of new visas

Measures designed to prohibit 
or reduce entry to the country

Mandatory measures to
prevent the spread of infection 

in new arrivals
Cancellation of some or all entry 
visas issued prior to COVID-19

New entry requirements for 
visa free nationals and/

or visa applicants

Issuance of new visas and/
or renewal of valid visas

due to expire soon

► Japanese authorities reserve 
the right to detain anybody 
upon arrival when suspecting 
the traveler has COVID-19. 

► The following are barred entry 
until further notice: 
(1) Foreign nationals that 

traveled to the following 
countries within the last 14 
days prior to their arrival: 
mainland China, Iceland, 
Iran, Italy, San Marino, 
South Korea, Spain, and 
Switzerland; 

(2) Foreign nationals who hold 
Chinese passports issued in 
the Hubei or Zhejiang 
Province; and

(3) Foreign nationals from 
luxury cruise ship 
(Westerdam) that departed 
from Hong Kong.

► Travelers (regardless of 
nationality) entering from 
mainland China, South Korea 
and Schengen area countries 
will be requested to undergo 
two weeks of quarantine. 

► Previously issued short-term 
entry visas (single and multiple 
entry) issued in mainland China 
and South Korea are suspended 
and invalidated, as are work 
visas issued under Certificates 
of Eligibility upon initial entry 
into Japan. 

► Travelers (regardless of 
nationality) from the Schengen 
area countries who hold a single 
or multiple-entry Japanese visa 
that was issued prior to 20 
March 2020 are not be 
permitted to enter Japan using 
that visa. 

► Visa exemptions for travelers 
from the Schengen area 
countries are suspended and 
those without a valid visa will 
not be permitted to enter 
Japan.

► Visa exemptions for South 
Korea, Hong Kong, Macau and 
Schengen area nationals is 
suspended. These nationals are 
required to obtain a visa to be 
eligible for entry to Japan. 

Back to top



Jersey
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Entry restrictions
Quarantines/

Isolation measures
Suspension of 
existing visas

Heightened admission or 
visa application criteria

Suspension or delays in 
issuance of new visas

Measures designed to prohibit 
or reduce entry to the country

Mandatory measures to
prevent the spread of infection 

in new arrivals
Cancellation of some or all entry 
visas issued prior to COVID-19

New entry requirements for 
visa free nationals and/

or visa applicants

Issuance of new visas and/
or renewal of valid visas

due to expire soon

► All travelers will be required to 
self-isolate for 14 days 
regardless of whether they 
exhibit COVID-19 symptoms.

► Visa processing delays may be 
expected due to multiple visa 
application center closures. 
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Entry restrictions
Quarantines/

Isolation measures
Suspension of 
existing visas

Heightened admission or 
visa application criteria

Suspension or delays in 
issuance of new visas

Measures designed to prohibit 
or reduce entry to the country

Mandatory measures to
prevent the spread of infection 

in new arrivals
Cancellation of some or all entry 
visas issued prior to COVID-19

New entry requirements for 
visa free nationals and/

or visa applicants

Issuance of new visas and/
or renewal of valid visas

due to expire soon

► Individuals who have been in 
mainland China, Iran, Italy or 
Korea (Rep.) in the past 14 
days are not allowed to transit 
through or enter into Jordan. 
This does not apply to nationals 
of Jordan, their spouses or 
children.

► Quarantine measures are in 
place for new arrivals to the 
country. The general population 
is being asked to self isolate. 

► A temporary suspension of all 
entry visas (including visas on 
arrival) has been implemented 
by the Jordan authorities, 
effective from 18 March 2020 
until 31 March 2020.

► A temporary suspension of all 
entry visas (including visas on 
arrival) has been implemented 
by the Jordan authorities, 
effective from 18 March 2020 
until 31 March 2020.

► A temporary suspension of all 
entry visas (including visas on 
arrival) has been implemented 
by the Jordan authorities, 
effective from 18 March 2020 
until 31 March 2020.
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Entry restrictions
Quarantines/

Isolation measures
Suspension of 
existing visas

Heightened admission or 
visa application criteria

Suspension or delays in 
issuance of new visas

Measures designed to prohibit 
or reduce entry to the country

Mandatory measures to
prevent the spread of infection 

in new arrivals
Cancellation of some or all entry 
visas issued prior to COVID-19

New entry requirements for 
visa free nationals and/

or visa applicants

Issuance of new visas and/
or renewal of valid visas

due to expire soon

► Citizens, permanent residents 
and foreigners with valid 
residence permits are given 
until midnight on 25 March 
2020 to return to Kenya or 
remain in the country that they 
are based in. All international 
flights into Kenya are 
suspended from midnight on 
Wednesday 25th March 2020.

► Visitors are currently not being 
admitted to the country. 

► Individuals entering the country 
are required to self-quarantine 
for a period of 14 days. Any 
violation of the self-quarantine 
will result in a forced quarantine 
by the government with the risk 
of arrest and criminal sanctions.

► No specific announcement has 
been made by the government, 
however all international flights 
into the country are suspended 
from midnight on 25 March 
2020 and accordingly holders of 
valid visas will not be able to use 
those visas to enter the country 
pending the lifting of the travel 
ban.

► No specific announcement has 
been made by the government, 
however all international flights 
into the country are suspended 
from midnight on 25 March 
2020 and accordingly visa 
exempt nationals, and those 
seeing to obtain a visa will not 
be able to enter the country 
pending the lifting of the travel 
ban.

► Foreign nationals currently in 
Kenya can renew their visas in-
country. This is being done 
sporadically as the immigration 
authorities have limited their 
services and operating times, 
which is causing delays. 
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Kuwait
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Entry restrictions
Quarantines/

Isolation measures
Suspension of 
existing visas

Heightened admission or 
visa application criteria

Suspension or delays in 
issuance of new visas

Measures designed to prohibit 
or reduce entry to the country

Mandatory measures to
prevent the spread of infection 

in new arrivals
Cancellation of some or all entry 
visas issued prior to COVID-19

New entry requirements for 
visa free nationals and/

or visa applicants

Issuance of new visas and/
or renewal of valid visas

due to expire soon

► Residents who are currently 
outside of Kuwait are restricted 
from entering the country until 
further notice. 

► Visitors are not being admitted 
to Kuwait effective 12 March 
2020. 

► All new arrivals to the country 
(prior to 12 March 2020) are 
subject to a mandatory 14 day 
quarantine. 

► A temporary suspension of all 
visas into Kuwait has been 
implemented by the Kuwaiti 
authorities, effective from 
12 March 2020 until further 
notice. An exception is currently 
being observed for applicants 
holding diplomatic passports. 

► A temporary suspension of all 
visas into Kuwait has been 
implemented by the Kuwaiti 
authorities, effective from 
12 March 2020 until further 
notice. An exception is currently 
being observed for applicants 
holding diplomatic passports. 

► A temporary suspension of all 
visas into Kuwait has been 
implemented by the Kuwaiti 
authorities, effective from 
12 March 2020 until further 
notice. An exception is currently 
being observed for applicants 
holding diplomatic passports. 
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Entry restrictions
Quarantines/

Isolation measures
Suspension of 
existing visas

Heightened admission or 
visa application criteria

Suspension or delays in 
issuance of new visas

Measures designed to prohibit 
or reduce entry to the country

Mandatory measures to
prevent the spread of infection 

in new arrivals
Cancellation of some or all entry 
visas issued prior to COVID-19

New entry requirements for 
visa free nationals and/

or visa applicants

Issuance of new visas and/
or renewal of valid visas

due to expire soon

► Visitors holding a Chinese 
passport will not be allowed 
entry for either business or 
leisure. 

► All travelers arriving  from a 
country with confirmed cases of 
COVID-19 will be asked to self-
monitor and possibly self-
quarantine for 14 days.

► All tourist visa applications for 
Chinese passport holders are 
suspended.  

► All visas-on-arrival for travelers 
crossing the land border from 
mainland China into Laos are 
suspended. 

► E-Visas continue to be available 
for all travelers except Chinese 
passport holders.
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Entry restrictions
Quarantines/

Isolation measures
Suspension of 
existing visas

Heightened admission or 
visa application criteria

Suspension or delays in 
issuance of new visas

Measures designed to prohibit 
or reduce entry to the country

Mandatory measures to
prevent the spread of infection 

in new arrivals
Cancellation of some or all entry 
visas issued prior to COVID-19

New entry requirements for 
visa free nationals and/

or visa applicants

Issuance of new visas and/
or renewal of valid visas

due to expire soon

► Effective 17 March 2020, entry 
is banned to anyone other than  
Latvian citizens or Latvian 
residents holding proper 
residency documentation.

► EU land borders are closed to 
commercial passenger vehicles, 
but personal vehicles of Latvian 
citizens and residents will be 
permitted to cross.

► The borders with Russia and 
Belarus are closed for all 
passenger travel.

► All individuals with recent travel 
history to foreign countries 
must monitor their health for 14 
days, self-isolate and apply for 
free testing.
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Lebanon
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Entry restrictions
Quarantines/

Isolation measures
Suspension of 
existing visas

Heightened admission or 
visa application criteria

Suspension or delays in 
issuance of new visas

Measures designed to prohibit 
or reduce entry to the country

Mandatory measures to
prevent the spread of infection 

in new arrivals
Cancellation of some or all entry 
visas issued prior to COVID-19

New entry requirements for 
visa free nationals and/

or visa applicants

Issuance of new visas and/
or renewal of valid visas

due to expire soon

► A temporary suspension of all 
entry visas has been 
implemented by the Lebanon 
authorities, effective from 
19 March 2020 until 29 March 
2020.

► A full quarantine has been set 
up and is being enforced by the 
government.

► A temporary suspension of all 
entry visas has been 
implemented by the Lebanon 
authorities, effective from 
19 March 2020 until 29 March 
2020.

► A temporary suspension of all 
entry visas has been 
implemented by the Lebanon 
authorities, effective from 
19 March 2020 until 29 March 
2020.

► A temporary suspension of all 
entry visas has been 
implemented by the Lebanon 
authorities, effective from 
19 March 2020 until 29 March 
2020.
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Entry restrictions
Quarantines/

Isolation measures
Suspension of 
existing visas

Heightened admission or 
visa application criteria

Suspension or delays in 
issuance of new visas

Measures designed to prohibit 
or reduce entry to the country

Mandatory measures to
prevent the spread of infection 

in new arrivals
Cancellation of some or all entry 
visas issued prior to COVID-19

New entry requirements for 
visa free nationals and/

or visa applicants

Issuance of new visas and/
or renewal of valid visas

due to expire soon

► There is a ban on non-essential 
travel to all Schengen states 
which includes land and air 
entries.

► Exceptions exist for limited 
categories of individuals, such 
as Swiss citizens and residents, 
foreigners who have registered 
with the government, those 
transporting goods, foreigners 
transiting though the country 
en route to a different country, 
and individuals with a credible 
emergency situation that 
requires entry.
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Entry restrictions
Quarantines/

Isolation measures
Suspension of 
existing visas

Heightened admission or 
visa application criteria

Suspension or delays in 
issuance of new visas

Measures designed to prohibit 
or reduce entry to the country

Mandatory measures to
prevent the spread of infection 

in new arrivals
Cancellation of some or all entry 
visas issued prior to COVID-19

New entry requirements for 
visa free nationals and/

or visa applicants

Issuance of new visas and/
or renewal of valid visas

due to expire soon

► Foreign nationals are barred 
entry with the exception of 
crew members who are 
employed by Lithuanian 
companies engaged in 
international commercial 
transportation. 

► Transit is allowed until 26 
March 2020 for those returning 
to their country of residence. 

► All travelers are required to 
undergo 14 days of isolation.

► Some global visa application 
centers are no longer accepting 
visa applications for processing.
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Entry restrictions
Quarantines/

Isolation measures
Suspension of 
existing visas

Heightened admission or 
visa application criteria

Suspension or delays in 
issuance of new visas

Measures designed to prohibit 
or reduce entry to the country

Mandatory measures to
prevent the spread of infection 

in new arrivals
Cancellation of some or all entry 
visas issued prior to COVID-19

New entry requirements for 
visa free nationals and/

or visa applicants

Issuance of new visas and/
or renewal of valid visas

due to expire soon

► The Schengen Zone external 
borders are closed to non-EU 
nationals, except long-term 
residents, family members of 
EU nationals and diplomats, 
cross-border and healthcare 
workers, and people 
transporting goods.

► Individuals are asked to self-
quarantine if they believe they 
are at risk.
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Entry restrictions
Quarantines/

Isolation measures
Suspension of 
existing visas

Heightened admission or 
visa application criteria

Suspension or delays in 
issuance of new visas

Measures designed to prohibit 
or reduce entry to the country

Mandatory measures to
prevent the spread of infection 

in new arrivals
Cancellation of some or all entry 
visas issued prior to COVID-19

New entry requirements for 
visa free nationals and/

or visa applicants

Issuance of new visas and/
or renewal of valid visas

due to expire soon

► Business and leisure visitors are 
banned from entering or 
transiting through Macau.

► Foreign non-resident workers 
(known as Macau Blue Card 
Holders) are prohibited from 
entering Macau with the 
exception of Macau work permit 
holders who are residents of 
mainland China, Hong Kong or 
Taiwan. 

► Effective 25 March 2020, non-
resident workers and residents 
of mainland China, Hong Kong, 
and Taiwan will be refused 
entry if they traveled to 
locations other than mainland 
China, Hong Kong, and Taiwan 
in the last 14 days.

► All travelers from the Hubei 
Province or that have visited the 
Hubei Province in the 14 days 
preceding their desired entry to 
Macau must present a medical 
certificate confirming they are 
COVID-19 negative. 

► Macau residents may need to 
undergo a 14 day medical 
observation and a 6-8 hour 
medical examination depending 
on their travel history.

► Non-resident workers and 
visitors that are residents of 
mainland China, Hong Kong or 
Taiwan will be subject to a 
14 days medical observation 
period and may be required to 
obtain a medical certificate 
confirming they are COVID-19 
negative, unless they have not 
visited an overseas jurisdiction 
(other than mainland China, 
Hong Kong, Taiwan) in the last 
14 days.
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Entry restrictions
Quarantines/

Isolation measures
Suspension of 
existing visas

Heightened admission or 
visa application criteria

Suspension or delays in 
issuance of new visas

Measures designed to prohibit 
or reduce entry to the country

Mandatory measures to
prevent the spread of infection 

in new arrivals
Cancellation of some or all entry 
visas issued prior to COVID-19

New entry requirements for 
visa free nationals and/

or visa applicants

Issuance of new visas and/
or renewal of valid visas

due to expire soon

► Madagascar has closed air and 
sea borders: no one currently 
outside of Madagascar is being 
admitted to the country.

► Anyone having arrived 
on/before 15 March 2020 is 
required to self-isolate for 
14 days. All individuals living in 
Antananarivo and Tamatave are 
required to remain at home and 
self isolate starting 23 March 
2020 until further notice.

► While no formal suspension is in 
place, visa holders who are 
outside of the country are not 
able to re-enter due to the 
current closure of national ports 
of entry.

► While no new criteria have been 
introduced, visa-exempt 
nationals as well as visa holders 
who are outside of the country 
are not able to re-enter due to 
the current closure of national 
ports of entry.

► As a consequence of the closing 
of borders, Madagascar has 
suspended the issuance of new 
visas until further instructions. 
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Entry restrictions
Quarantines/

Isolation measures
Suspension of 
existing visas

Heightened admission or 
visa application criteria

Suspension or delays in 
issuance of new visas

Measures designed to prohibit 
or reduce entry to the country

Mandatory measures to
prevent the spread of infection 

in new arrivals
Cancellation of some or all entry 
visas issued prior to COVID-19

New entry requirements for 
visa free nationals and/

or visa applicants

Issuance of new visas and/
or renewal of valid visas

due to expire soon

► Travelers from COVID-19 
affected countries need to self 
isolate. 

Back to top



Malaysia

Impact of COVID-19 on Global ImmigrationPage 67

Entry restrictions
Quarantines/

Isolation measures
Suspension of 
existing visas

Heightened admission or 
visa application criteria

Suspension or delays in 
issuance of new visas

Measures designed to prohibit 
or reduce entry to the country

Mandatory measures to
prevent the spread of infection 

in new arrivals
Cancellation of some or all entry 
visas issued prior to COVID-19

New entry requirements for 
visa free nationals and/

or visa applicants

Issuance of new visas and/
or renewal of valid visas

due to expire soon

► All non-Malaysians, including 
Malaysian Permanent Residents 
and long-term Pass holders 
(e.g. Employment Pass, 
Dependent Pass, Long Term 
Social Visit Pass, Professional 
Visit Pass, Student Pass, 
Residence Pass), are not 
allowed to enter West Malaysia 
(e.g. Kuala Lumpur) from 18 to 
31 March 2020, unless they 
hold diplomatic passports.

► Travelers from mainland China, 
South Korea, Italy and Iran, 
(including those having visited 
these jurisdictions within 14 
days of seeking admission to 
Malaysia) will be barred from 
entry to Sabah and Sarawak. 
This excludes Sabahans, 
Sarawakians, Permanent 
Residents and Long-Term Pass 
holders. 

► A 14 day quarantine is in place 
for newly admitted individuals. 

► Immigration application 
processing is currently on hold 
and expected to resume on or 
after 1 April 2020. 
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Entry restrictions
Quarantines/

Isolation measures
Suspension of 
existing visas

Heightened admission or 
visa application criteria

Suspension or delays in 
issuance of new visas

Measures designed to prohibit 
or reduce entry to the country

Mandatory measures to
prevent the spread of infection 

in new arrivals
Cancellation of some or all entry 
visas issued prior to COVID-19

New entry requirements for 
visa free nationals and/

or visa applicants

Issuance of new visas and/
or renewal of valid visas

due to expire soon

► Travel between Malta and Italy, 
Switzerland, Germany, France 
and Spain is currently banned.

► All incoming flights have been 
suspended as of 20 March 
2020.

► Anyone with a travel history 
from Italy, mainland China, 
Hong Kong, Singapore, Japan, 
Iran and South Korea, from 27 
February 2020 onward is 
subject to 14 days of mandatory 
quarantine upon entry. 

► Malta will no longer accept 
applications from third-country 
nationals unless they are highly 
skilled.
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Entry restrictions
Quarantines/

Isolation measures
Suspension of 
existing visas

Heightened admission or 
visa application criteria

Suspension or delays in 
issuance of new visas

Measures designed to prohibit 
or reduce entry to the country

Mandatory measures to
prevent the spread of infection 

in new arrivals
Cancellation of some or all entry 
visas issued prior to COVID-19

New entry requirements for 
visa free nationals and/

or visa applicants

Issuance of new visas and/
or renewal of valid visas

due to expire soon

► As of 23 March 2020, some 
consular processes are 
suspended, which is resulting in 
delays with visa issuance.
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Entry restrictions
Quarantines/

Isolation measures
Suspension of 
existing visas

Heightened admission or 
visa application criteria

Suspension or delays in 
issuance of new visas

Measures designed to prohibit 
or reduce entry to the country

Mandatory measures to
prevent the spread of infection 

in new arrivals
Cancellation of some or all entry 
visas issued prior to COVID-19

New entry requirements for 
visa free nationals and/

or visa applicants

Issuance of new visas and/
or renewal of valid visas

due to expire soon

► Effective 10 March 2020 all 
foreign nationals that are not 
permanent residents, arriving 
by plane and who transited 
through a country designated 
by the World Health 
Organization as having a Level 
4 outbreak of COVID-19, 
including mainland China, Italy, 
South Korea, and Iran, are 
barred entry. 

► All travelers from a high risk 
country will be asked to self-
isolate for 14 days.

► The issuance of new visas has 
been suspended. 

Back to top



Mongolia
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Entry restrictions
Quarantines/

Isolation measures
Suspension of 
existing visas

Heightened admission or 
visa application criteria

Suspension or delays in 
issuance of new visas

Measures designed to prohibit 
or reduce entry to the country

Mandatory measures to
prevent the spread of infection 

in new arrivals
Cancellation of some or all entry 
visas issued prior to COVID-19

New entry requirements for 
visa free nationals and/

or visa applicants

Issuance of new visas and/
or renewal of valid visas

due to expire soon

► Mongolian nationals living in 
mainland China who wish to 
return to Mongolia may arrange 
for chartered flights. However, 
the returning Mongolian 
nationals will be asked to cover 
their own travel expenses and 
will be isolated temporarily 
once they arrive in Mongolia.

► Foreign nationals and stateless 
persons who have traveled to 
mainland China, Hong Kong, 
Taiwan, Macau, Japan, South 
Korea, Italy or Iran in the past 
14 days will not be eligible to 
enter into Mongolia.

► Quarantine/isolation measures 
are in place for new arrivals to 
the country. 
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Mozambique
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Entry restrictions
Quarantines/

Isolation measures
Suspension of 
existing visas

Heightened admission or 
visa application criteria

Suspension or delays in 
issuance of new visas

Measures designed to prohibit 
or reduce entry to the country

Mandatory measures to
prevent the spread of infection 

in new arrivals
Cancellation of some or all entry 
visas issued prior to COVID-19

New entry requirements for 
visa free nationals and/

or visa applicants

Issuance of new visas and/
or renewal of valid visas

due to expire soon

► Travelers holding previously 
issued visas who have not 
entered the country will have 
those visas cancelled and will 
not be able to enter using their 
visa.

► All travelers arriving in 
Mozambique from any location 
are subject to a 14 day self 
quarantine period.

► Travelers holding previously 
issued visas who have not 
entered the country will have 
those visas cancelled and will 
not be able to enter using their 
visa.

► Issuance of new visas is 
currently suspended. 
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Myanmar
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Entry restrictions
Quarantines/

Isolation measures
Suspension of 
existing visas

Heightened admission or 
visa application criteria

Suspension or delays in 
issuance of new visas

Measures designed to prohibit 
or reduce entry to the country

Mandatory measures to
prevent the spread of infection 

in new arrivals
Cancellation of some or all entry 
visas issued prior to COVID-19

New entry requirements for 
visa free nationals and/

or visa applicants

Issuance of new visas and/
or renewal of valid visas

due to expire soon

► Myanmar nationals who will be 
subject to health check and 
temperature screening at the 
entry of the border check 
points.

► Foreign nationals who visited 
the Hubei Province in mainland 
China and/or the Daegu and 
Gyeongbuk Regions in South 
Korea 14 days prior to their 
arrival in Myanmar will be 
refused entry.

► Foreign nationals with valid 
entry visas may enter and exit 
to/from Myanmar only at 
Yangon, Mandalay and Nay Pyi
Taw International Airports in 
accordance with the existing 
entry restrictions.

► Most travelers to Myanmar will 
be subject to a 14-day facility 
quarantine. 

► Foreigners will need to present a 
Medical Certificate issued by a 
recognized medical facility 
indicating they have no 
symptoms of acute respiratory 
illness (fever and cough or 
shortness of breath). Failure to 
produce such a certificate may 
be grounds for denial of entry to 
Myanmar. 

► Visas on Arrival (VOA) and 
e-visa issuance is suspended 
until 30 April 2020 at least.
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Netherlands
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Entry restrictions
Quarantines/

Isolation measures
Suspension of 
existing visas

Heightened admission or 
visa application criteria

Suspension or delays in 
issuance of new visas

Measures designed to prohibit 
or reduce entry to the country

Mandatory measures to
prevent the spread of infection 

in new arrivals
Cancellation of some or all entry 
visas issued prior to COVID-19

New entry requirements for 
visa free nationals and/

or visa applicants

Issuance of new visas and/
or renewal of valid visas

due to expire soon

► All non-EU nationals are banned 
entry until 19 April 2020.

► Anyone that has traveled to 
mainland China, Macau, Hong 
Kong, Singapore, South Korea, 
Iran, and Italy, and has COVID-
19 symptoms is asked to remain 
at home and contact their 
general practitioner by phone to 
discuss recent travel and 
symptoms. 

►
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New Zealand
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Entry restrictions
Quarantines/

Isolation measures
Suspension of 
existing visas

Heightened admission or 
visa application criteria

Suspension or delays in 
issuance of new visas

Measures designed to prohibit 
or reduce entry to the country

Mandatory measures to
prevent the spread of infection 

in new arrivals
Cancellation of some or all entry 
visas issued prior to COVID-19

New entry requirements for 
visa free nationals and/

or visa applicants

Issuance of new visas and/
or renewal of valid visas

due to expire soon

► The New Zealand border is 
temporarily closed for all 
travelers except New Zealand 
citizens, permanent residents, 
residents with valid travel 
conditons and their immediate 
family (partner or spouse, legal 
guardian and dependent children 
under the age of 24). Australian 
citizens and permanent residents 
who normally live in New Zealand 
can also return to New Zealand.

► Exceptions can be made on a 
case-by-case basis by 
Immigration New Zealand for 
citizens of Samoa and Tonga 
entering for essential travel to 
New Zealand and partners or 
dependants of a temporary work 
or student visa holder, who are 
currently resident in New Zealand 
where the temporary work or 
student visa holder is currently in 
New Zealand.

► All travelers who are allowed 
entry to New Zealand are required 
to self-isolate for 14 days upon 
arrival.
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Nicaragua
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Entry restrictions
Quarantines/

Isolation measures
Suspension of 
existing visas

Heightened admission or 
visa application criteria

Suspension or delays in 
issuance of new visas

Measures designed to prohibit 
or reduce entry to the country

Mandatory measures to
prevent the spread of infection 

in new arrivals
Cancellation of some or all entry 
visas issued prior to COVID-19

New entry requirements for 
visa free nationals and/

or visa applicants

Issuance of new visas and/
or renewal of valid visas

due to expire soon

► Nicaragua has not implemented 
any immigration related 
measures in response to the 
COVID-19 pandemic as of the 
time of this writing. 
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Nigeria
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Entry restrictions
Quarantines/

Isolation measures
Suspension of 
existing visas

Heightened admission or 
visa application criteria

Suspension or delays in 
issuance of new visas

Measures designed to prohibit 
or reduce entry to the country

Mandatory measures to
prevent the spread of infection 

in new arrivals
Cancellation of some or all entry 
visas issued prior to COVID-19

New entry requirements for 
visa free nationals and/

or visa applicants

Issuance of new visas and/
or renewal of valid visas

due to expire soon

► Nigerian authorities are 
restricting all air travel from all 
countries as of 18 March 2020 
for a period of 30 days.

► There are no formal 
quarantine/self isolation 
measures in place. This is due to 
a complete restriction on entry 
from abroad via air. The 
authorities have not yet 
commented on entry via land 
and sea.

► Current, valid visas have not 
been cancelled. However, visa 
holders are prohibited from 
entry by air as of 18 March 
2020 for a period of 30 days. 

► Admission to the country is 
restricted as noted here. 
Issuance of new visas (including 
visas on arrival) is also currently 
suspended.

► Issuance of new visas is 
currently suspended.
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North-Macedonia
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Entry restrictions
Quarantines/

Isolation measures
Suspension of 
existing visas

Heightened admission or 
visa application criteria

Suspension or delays in 
issuance of new visas

Measures designed to prohibit 
or reduce entry to the country

Mandatory measures to
prevent the spread of infection 

in new arrivals
Cancellation of some or all entry 
visas issued prior to COVID-19

New entry requirements for 
visa free nationals and/

or visa applicants

Issuance of new visas and/
or renewal of valid visas

due to expire soon

► Entry is limited to Macedonian 
citizens, diplomats and persons 
with special approval issued by 
the Ministry of Internal Affairs  
that the country has an 
economic or other interest for 
the individual to enter the 
country.

► All travelers are subject to a 14 
day state quarantine.
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Norway
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Entry restrictions
Quarantines/

Isolation measures
Suspension of 
existing visas

Heightened admission or 
visa application criteria

Suspension or delays in 
issuance of new visas

Measures designed to prohibit 
or reduce entry to the country

Mandatory measures to
prevent the spread of infection 

in new arrivals
Cancellation of some or all entry 
visas issued prior to COVID-19

New entry requirements for 
visa free nationals and/

or visa applicants

Issuance of new visas and/
or renewal of valid visas

due to expire soon

► Effective 15 March 2020, 
foreign nationals that don’t 
have a Norway residence 
permit will be barred entry.

► Temporary entry and exit 
controls are also being 
introduced at the internal 
Schengen borders.

► All individuals, except those 
traveling directly from another 
Nordic country, are required to 
home quarantine regardless of 
whether they have COVID-19 
symptoms.
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Oman
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Entry restrictions
Quarantines/

Isolation measures
Suspension of 
existing visas

Heightened admission or 
visa application criteria

Suspension or delays in 
issuance of new visas

Measures designed to prohibit 
or reduce entry to the country

Mandatory measures to
prevent the spread of infection 

in new arrivals
Cancellation of some or all entry 
visas issued prior to COVID-19

New entry requirements for 
visa free nationals and/

or visa applicants

Issuance of new visas and/
or renewal of valid visas

due to expire soon

► As of 18 March 2020, all non-
Omani nationals are barred 
entry to the Sultanate until 
further notice. This includes 
Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) 
citizens and foreign nationals 
holding valid tourist, business 
and residency visas. Airport 
transit remains unaffected. 
Foreign nationals are permitted 
to depart Oman during this 
time.

► As of 17 March 2020, all 
travelers entering Oman from all 
points of entry (land, sea, air) 
including Omani citizens will be 
placed under mandatory 
quarantine.

► Current valid visas that were 
issued previously are not 
formally suspended, however 
visa holders are subject to the 
current bar on entry to Oman.

► Processing for new visa 
requests is currently on hold.
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Pakistan
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Entry restrictions
Quarantines/

Isolation measures
Suspension of 
existing visas

Heightened admission or 
visa application criteria

Suspension or delays in 
issuance of new visas

Measures designed to prohibit 
or reduce entry to the country

Mandatory measures to
prevent the spread of infection 

in new arrivals
Cancellation of some or all entry 
visas issued prior to COVID-19

New entry requirements for 
visa free nationals and/

or visa applicants

Issuance of new visas and/
or renewal of valid visas

due to expire soon

► All international travelers
arriving in Pakistan on 21st 
March 2020 and onward are 
required to provide a copy of 
the test result for COVID-19 
conducted during 24 hrs prior to 
their flight and a completed 
Health Declaration form.

► All international flights in and 
out of Pakistan will only operate 
from Karachi, Lahore and 
Islamabad until further notice.
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Panama
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Entry restrictions
Quarantines/

Isolation measures
Suspension of 
existing visas

Heightened admission or 
visa application criteria

Suspension or delays in 
issuance of new visas

Measures designed to prohibit 
or reduce entry to the country

Mandatory measures to
prevent the spread of infection 

in new arrivals
Cancellation of some or all entry 
visas issued prior to COVID-19

New entry requirements for 
visa free nationals and/

or visa applicants

Issuance of new visas and/
or renewal of valid visas

due to expire soon

► Only Panamanian citizens and 
residents can enter the 
country.  This does not apply to 
travelers in transit.

► All travelers must submit to a 
14-day mandatory home 
quarantine.  This does not apply 
to travelers in transit.

► Travelers from Germany, 
mainland China, Italy, South 
Korea, Iran, Spain, or France 
will be tracked daily for 14 days 
and will be discouraged from 
going to public places even 
without symptoms.

► There are widespread delays in 
consular visa processing due to 
consulates closing or operating 
with reduced staff. 
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Papua New Guinea
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Entry restrictions
Quarantines/

Isolation measures
Suspension of 
existing visas

Heightened admission or 
visa application criteria

Suspension or delays in 
issuance of new visas

Measures designed to prohibit 
or reduce entry to the country

Mandatory measures to
prevent the spread of infection 

in new arrivals
Cancellation of some or all entry 
visas issued prior to COVID-19

New entry requirements for 
visa free nationals and/

or visa applicants

Issuance of new visas and/
or renewal of valid visas

due to expire soon

► The PNG Government 
announced the following 
restrictions, effective 24 March 
2020:

► All domestic and incoming 
international flights are 
stopped for 14 days.

► No border crossing by foot 
or canoe 

► Police /army presence in 
border areas will be stepped 
up.

► All travelers who entered PNG 
after 7 March 2020 will be 
tested to confirm their health 
status.

► All persons who have come into 
contact with individuals who 
enter PNG on/after 7 March 
2020 are asked to report to the 
COVID-19 hotline for testing.

► International travel to PNG is 
currently prohibited
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Paraguay
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Entry restrictions
Quarantines/

Isolation measures
Suspension of 
existing visas

Heightened admission or 
visa application criteria

Suspension or delays in 
issuance of new visas

Measures designed to prohibit 
or reduce entry to the country

Mandatory measures to
prevent the spread of infection 

in new arrivals
Cancellation of some or all entry 
visas issued prior to COVID-19

New entry requirements for 
visa free nationals and/

or visa applicants

Issuance of new visas and/
or renewal of valid visas

due to expire soon

► As of 23 March 2020, the 
entrance of non-residents is 
prohibited with limited 
exceptions, until 30 March 
2020. 

► Paraguay has also closed 
several border crossings.

► Enhanced screening and 
quarantine measures are 
currently in place for travelers 
from mainland China, Hong 
Kong, South Korea, Italy, 
Singapore, Japan, Thailand, and 
Iran.  All individuals who have 
traveled to these jurisdictions 
within the past 15 days must 
self-quarantine.

► Valid (existing) and new visas 
are currently suspended for 
citizens of Taiwan.

► Valid (existing) and new visas 
are currently suspended for 
citizens of Taiwan.
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Peru
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Entry restrictions
Quarantines/

Isolation measures
Suspension of 
existing visas

Heightened admission or 
visa application criteria

Suspension or delays in 
issuance of new visas

Measures designed to prohibit 
or reduce entry to the country

Mandatory measures to
prevent the spread of infection 

in new arrivals
Cancellation of some or all entry 
visas issued prior to COVID-19

New entry requirements for 
visa free nationals and/

or visa applicants

Issuance of new visas and/
or renewal of valid visas

due to expire soon

► As of 24 March 2020, all 
borders (land, air, and 
maritime) remain closed.

► Peru is currently implementing a 
15 day mandatory quarantine.

► All administrative processing, 
including visa issuance, is 
currently delayed or suspended. 
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Philippines
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Entry restrictions
Quarantines/

Isolation measures
Suspension of 
existing visas

Heightened admission or 
visa application criteria

Suspension or delays in 
issuance of new visas

Measures designed to prohibit 
or reduce entry to the country

Mandatory measures to
prevent the spread of infection 

in new arrivals
Cancellation of some or all entry 
visas issued prior to COVID-19

New entry requirements for 
visa free nationals and/

or visa applicants

Issuance of new visas and/
or renewal of valid visas

due to expire soon

► Foreign nationals in possession 
of the following visa categories 
are banned from entering:
► Those under Visa Waiver 

Agreements (i.e., AJACS, 
AJACSSUK, FSC);

► Special Visas (i.e., SRRV, 
SIRV, ABTC and economic 
zone visas);

► Those who falls under 
Executive Order No. 408, s. 
1960 (non-visa required 
countries under EO408);

► Holders of Hong Kong, 
Macau, Macau-Portugese
and British National 
Overseas passports; 

► Immigrant and Non-
Immigrant Visas (9g visa, 9d 
visa, 47(a)(2), EO226).

► Luzon island now under 
enhanced community 
quarantine. This means that 
majority of the population within 
the island is strictly required to 
stay indoors unless going out to 
purchase basic necessities. All 
forms of mass transportation 
are suspended.

► Visas previously issued to 
foreign nationals are deemed 
cancelled unless they were 
issued:  

► To accredited Foreign 
Government and 
International Organization 
officials and/or their 
dependents 

► To foreign spouses and 
children of Filipino nationals. 

► By agencies other than the 
Department of Foreign 
Affairs.

► All visa-free privileges including 
those based on Visa Waiver 
Agreements are temporarily 
suspended. 

► Philippines Embassies and 
Consulates has temporarily 
suspended visa issuance to ALL 
foreign nationals. 

Back to top



Poland
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Entry restrictions
Quarantines/

Isolation measures
Suspension of 
existing visas

Heightened admission or 
visa application criteria

Suspension or delays in 
issuance of new visas

Measures designed to prohibit 
or reduce entry to the country

Mandatory measures to
prevent the spread of infection 

in new arrivals
Cancellation of some or all entry 
visas issued prior to COVID-19

New entry requirements for 
visa free nationals and/

or visa applicants

Issuance of new visas and/
or renewal of valid visas

due to expire soon

► Effective 14 March 2020, all 
foreign nationals are barred 
entry.  

► All travelers will be required to 
self-isolate for 14 days.
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Portugal

Impact of COVID-19 on Global ImmigrationPage 88

Entry restrictions
Quarantines/

Isolation measures
Suspension of 
existing visas

Heightened admission or 
visa application criteria

Suspension or delays in 
issuance of new visas

Measures designed to prohibit 
or reduce entry to the country

Mandatory measures to
prevent the spread of infection 

in new arrivals
Cancellation of some or all entry 
visas issued prior to COVID-19

New entry requirements for 
visa free nationals and/

or visa applicants

Issuance of new visas and/
or renewal of valid visas

due to expire soon

► The authorities can impose 
obligatory quarantines for 
individuals infected with COVID-
19 and individuals deemed by 
health officials to require special 
medical surveillance.
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Qatar
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Entry restrictions
Quarantines/

Isolation measures
Suspension of 
existing visas

Heightened admission or 
visa application criteria

Suspension or delays in 
issuance of new visas

Measures designed to prohibit 
or reduce entry to the country

Mandatory measures to
prevent the spread of infection 

in new arrivals
Cancellation of some or all entry 
visas issued prior to COVID-19

New entry requirements for 
visa free nationals and/

or visa applicants

Issuance of new visas and/
or renewal of valid visas

due to expire soon

► As of 18 March 2020, all flights 
through Doha are suspended 
for two weeks. As of 16 March 
2020, travelers with all visa 
types (residency, business, 
tourist) will not be allowed to 
enter the country. National 
carrier Qatar Airways will still 
be operating but only transit 
passengers with connecting 
flights can board. The ban does 
not apply to Qatari citizens.

► All of those who are allowed to 
enter the country, including 
Qatar nationals, may be asked  
to self-quarantine for 14 days.

► Current valid visas that were 
issued previously are not 
formally suspended, however 
visa holders are subject to the 
current bar on entry to Qatar.

► Processing for new visa 
requests is currently on hold.

► Processing for new visa 
requests is currently on hold.
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Romania
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Entry restrictions
Quarantines/

Isolation measures
Suspension of 
existing visas

Heightened admission or 
visa application criteria

Suspension or delays in 
issuance of new visas

Measures designed to prohibit 
or reduce entry to the country

Mandatory measures to
prevent the spread of infection 

in new arrivals
Cancellation of some or all entry 
visas issued prior to COVID-19

New entry requirements for 
visa free nationals and/

or visa applicants

Issuance of new visas and/
or renewal of valid visas

due to expire soon

► All inbound flights from Italy 
are suspended through 15 April 
2020. 

► All inbound flights from Spain 
are suspended through 1 April 
2020.

► Airlines may not board 
passengers from Italy, mainland 
China, Iran or South Korea on 
connecting flights to Romania.

► Effective 14 March 2020, all 
asymptomatic individuals 
originating from or transiting 
through a country with at least 
500 confirmed COVID-19, 
within the previous 14 days, 
must self-isolate at home for 14 
days.

► Travelers arriving by land from 
Italy, South Korea, mainland 
China or Iran, must be 
quarantined in the county from 
which they sought to enter 
Romania, or alternatively in 
their home country.
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Russia
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Entry restrictions
Quarantines/

Isolation measures
Suspension of 
existing visas

Heightened admission or 
visa application criteria

Suspension or delays in 
issuance of new visas

Measures designed to prohibit 
or reduce entry to the country

Mandatory measures to
prevent the spread of infection 

in new arrivals
Cancellation of some or all entry 
visas issued prior to COVID-19

New entry requirements for 
visa free nationals and/

or visa applicants

Issuance of new visas and/
or renewal of valid visas

due to expire soon

► All foreign nationals are banned 
from entry effective 18 March 
2020 until 1 May 2020, with 
the exception of diplomats, 
airplane crew members, 
permanent residents of the 
Russian Federation, and 
passengers transiting through 
Russia.

► Effective 16 March 2020, all 
travelers are subject to a 14 day 
self-quarantine.

► Some visa centers have 
temporarily suspended 
processing visa requests.
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Saudi Arabia
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Entry restrictions
Quarantines/

Isolation measures
Suspension of 
existing visas

Heightened admission or 
visa application criteria

Suspension or delays in 
issuance of new visas

Measures designed to prohibit 
or reduce entry to the country

Mandatory measures to
prevent the spread of infection 

in new arrivals
Cancellation of some or all entry 
visas issued prior to COVID-19

New entry requirements for 
visa free nationals and/

or visa applicants

Issuance of new visas and/
or renewal of valid visas

due to expire soon

► As of 15 March 2020, holders 
of previously issued (valid) visas 
are restricted from entry to the 
Kingdom until further notice.

► All recently admitted individuals 
must complete a mandatory 
14 day quarantine. 

► As of 15 March 2020, holders of 
previously issued (valid) visas 
are restricted from entry to the 
Kingdom until further notice.

► As of 15 March 2020, holders of 
previously issued (valid) visas 
are restricted from entry to the 
Kingdom until further notice.

► As of 15 March 2020, new visa 
issuance is currently suspended. 
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Serbia
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Entry restrictions
Quarantines/

Isolation measures
Suspension of 
existing visas

Heightened admission or 
visa application criteria

Suspension or delays in 
issuance of new visas

Measures designed to prohibit 
or reduce entry to the country

Mandatory measures to
prevent the spread of infection 

in new arrivals
Cancellation of some or all entry 
visas issued prior to COVID-19

New entry requirements for 
visa free nationals and/

or visa applicants

Issuance of new visas and/
or renewal of valid visas

due to expire soon

► All border crossings (air, land, 
or river) are closed for 
travelers. Cargo and diplomatic 
travel is allowed.

► A mandatory 14-day self-
isolation period is required for 
anyone entering the country. 
Individuals entering from 
Switzerland, Iran, Romania, 
Spain, Germany, France, 
Austria, Slovenia, and Greece 
are subject to a 28-day 
quarantine.

► International borders are 
closed, which will impact visa 
exempt and visa required 
nationals alike. 
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Singapore

Impact of COVID-19 on Global ImmigrationPage 94

Entry restrictions
Quarantines/

Isolation measures
Suspension of 
existing visas

Heightened admission or 
visa application criteria

Suspension or delays in 
issuance of new visas

Measures designed to prohibit 
or reduce entry to the country

Mandatory measures to
prevent the spread of infection 

in new arrivals
Cancellation of some or all entry 
visas issued prior to COVID-19

New entry requirements for 
visa free nationals and/

or visa applicants

Issuance of new visas and/
or renewal of valid visas

due to expire soon

► Foreign employees (including 
in-principle approval holders, 
existing work pass holders) and 
accompanying family members 
will require an approval from 
the Ministry of Manpower prior 
to travel to Singapore. 
Approval will only be granted 
for individuals from sectors that 
provide essential services such 
as healthcare and transport. 
The request for approval must 
be submitted online (via Forms 
SG) to the Ministry of 
Manpower ahead of the planned 
arrival date. 

► All short term travel and transit 
through the country is 
prohibited as of 24 March 
2020.

► Singapore citizens, residents 
and long term pass holders are 
being placed on mandatory 
14-day Stay Home Notices 
(SHN) from their arrival date. 

► Travelers who visited, or 
traveled from, the Hubei 
province are being issued 
14-day Quarantine Orders (QO) 
upon arrival in Singapore

► Previously issued visas for all 
short term visitors have been 
suspended.

► Foreign employees (including in-
principle approval holders, 
existing work pass holders) and 
accompanying family members 
will require an approval from the 
Ministry of Manpower prior to 
travel to Singapore. Approval 
will only be granted for 
individuals from sectors that 
provide essential services such 
as healthcare and transport. 
The request for approval must 
be submitted online (via Forms 
SG) to the Ministry of Manpower 
ahead of the planned arrival 
date. 

► Effective 27 March 2020, all 
travelers must submit an online 
health declaration before 
proceeding with immigration 
clearance.

► Visa issuance for all short term 
visitors, including any visa free 
transit facilities, have been 
suspended. New work pass 
applications for Chinese 
nationals continue to be 
rejected. 
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or visa applicants

Issuance of new visas and/
or renewal of valid visas

due to expire soon

► Slovakia has closed its borders 
to tourists and other visitors. 
Only Slovak citizens and 
permanent residents are 
allowed entry.

► All travelers returning from 
Italy, mainland China, South 
Korea, and Iran are required to 
self-quarantine for 14 days.
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► As part of a wider EU decision, 
in general the only non-EU 
citizens for which Slovenia will 
permit entry are long-term EU 
residents and passengers in 
transit.  

► All travelers may be screened 
for high temperatures and 
symptoms. Foreign nationals 
with COVID-19 symptoms may 
be required to present a health 
certificate that is not older than 
3 days, in English, Italian, or 
Slovenian in order to be granted 
admission to the country.
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► All foreign travelers who have 
traveled from or transited 
through restricted countries in 
the past 14 days prior to 
entering Solomon Islands are 
barred from entry into the 
Solomon Islands.

► Citizens and foreigners may be 
subject to rigorous health 
screening upon arrival and may 
be placed in a 14-day 
quarantine.
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► Foreigners, irrespective of visa 
status, are prohibited from 
entering South Africa from 
designated "high risk" 
countries, including mainland 
China, France, Germany, Iran, 
Italy, Korea (Rep.), Spain, 
Switzerland, the UK or the US. 

► Newly admitted individuals are 
subject to comprehensive 
testing/screening, isolation and 
quarantine measures.

► Visas that were previously 
issued but have not been used 
to enter the country are 
revoked/cancelled with 
immediate effect. 

► Visa exemptions are currently 
not being observed for nationals 
from "high risk" countries. Visa 
applicants from other countries 
may be subject to heightened 
application criteria, including 
the need to obtain a medical 
certificate confirming their 
negative COVID-19 status.

► Many South African missions are 
closed and not accepting new 
applications. Additional missions 
are expected to close in the 
coming days/weeks.
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► All Chinese nationals whose 
passports were issued in the 
Hubei province and all 
foreigners who traveled to 
Hubei in 14 days preceding 
their desired entry are barred 
entry. 

► All travelers may need to 
undergo a 14 day self 
quarantine in their homes or in a 
state-run facility. 

► Short-term travelers will be 
monitored through a mobile 
application, with authorities 
checking on their health 
condition by phone on a daily 
basis. 

► Current and valid Short term 
and Long term permits issued to 
Japanese nationals are no 
longer valid, with the exception 
of alien registration/residential 
card holders.

► Visa issuance for foreigners 
from mainland China have been 
restricted;  Visa-free-policy for 
Chinese nationals transiting 
through South Korea has been 
suspended; Landing visas in 
Jeju Island have been 
suspended; and the Visa Waiver 
Program for Japanese nationals 
has been suspended.

► As of 22 March 2020, all 
travelers must undergo fever 
checks, submit papers on their 
health conditions and provide a 
phone number and residence 
address to the health authorities 
at the airports. 

► Travelers arriving from Europe 
will be subject to COVID-19 
testing and will have to wait at 
the facilities until the test 
results are available. 

► Visa issuance for foreigners 
from mainland China have been 
restricted.

► Visa-free-policy for Chinese 
nationals transiting through 
South Korea has been 
suspended.

► Landing visas in Jeju Island have 
been suspended. 

► The Visa Waiver Program for 
Japanese nationals has been 
suspended.

► Applications submitted by 
Japanese nationals that have 
not already been processed are 
cancelled, and applicants will 
need to submit a new 
application.
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► As of 23 March 2020, 
admission to Spain may only be 
granted to certain groups, 
including: 
► Spanish citizens and residents
► Residents of the European 

Union or Schengen States, 
who go directly to their place 
of residence. 

► Holders of a long-term visa 
issued by an EU Member 
State or Schengen State 

► Cross-border workers. 
► Personnel dedicated to the 

transport of goods, in the 
exercise of their work activity 
and the flight personnel 
necessary to carry out 
commercial air transport 
activities. 

► Diplomatic, consular, 
international, military and 
humanitarian organizations 
personnel, in the exercise of 
their functions.

► Immigration document issuance 
procedures are either on hold or 
significantly delayed. All in 
person interviews/appointments 
are cancelled. Some 
immigration offices have ceased 
issuance of visas/permits.

Back to top



Sri Lanka

Impact of COVID-19 on Global ImmigrationPage 101

Entry restrictions
Quarantines/

Isolation measures
Suspension of 
existing visas

Heightened admission or 
visa application criteria

Suspension or delays in 
issuance of new visas

Measures designed to prohibit 
or reduce entry to the country

Mandatory measures to
prevent the spread of infection 

in new arrivals
Cancellation of some or all entry 
visas issued prior to COVID-19

New entry requirements for 
visa free nationals and/

or visa applicants

Issuance of new visas and/
or renewal of valid visas
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► Sri Lanka will suspend all 
passenger flight and ship 
arrivals from all countries. 
Cargo flights, along with 
departure flights and transit will 
continue as per normal.

► All Electronic Travel 
authorizations (ETA), Entry 
Visas, Landing Endorsements, 
Multiple Entry Visas and 
Residence Visas already granted 
will be temporarily suspended 
and these foreign nationals will 
not be allowed to enter Sri 
Lanka.

► The Sri Lankan government also 
suspended all types of visa 
issuance for all foreigners, 
including nationals countries 
which are exempted from the 
Electronic Travel authorization 
(ETA) facilities. The Ministry of 
Foreign Relations has decided to 
limit the provision of consular 
services in 11 Sri Lanka 
Missions overseas commencing 
16 March 2020 until further 
notice. 
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► Effective 19 March 2020, 
Sweden temporarily banned 
entry of all foreign nationals 
from countries other than EEA 
member states and 
Switzerland. 

► Individuals are being asked to 
self-quarantine if they are 
showing COVID-19 symptoms.

► There are widespread delays in 
issuance of visas as consular 
posts are closed or are 
operating with reduced staff. 
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► As of 16 March 2020, 
individuals seeking entry from 
Italy will be refused admission 
to Switzerland. Exceptions are 
in place for individuals who live 
or work in Switzerland. Anyone 
wishing to enter must prove 
that they meet the criteria for 
the exception. 

► Individuals are being asked to 
self-isolate for 14 days. 
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► The following individuals are 
barred from entering Taiwan:

(1) Mainland Chinese nationals 
except for spouses of 
Taiwan citizens with 
resident permits;

(2) Foreign nationals who 
visited/resided in mainland 
China, Hong Kong and 
Macau within previous 14 
days without ARC or 
special approval/permit; 
and

(3) Hong Kong and Macau 
passport holders except for 
holders of Taiwan Entry 
Permit for contractual 
activities, employment and 
dependents of Taiwanese.

► All passengers entering Taiwan 
are required to be on home 
quarantine for 14 days upon 
entry into Taiwan.

► All visa/entry permit 
applications for Mainland 
Chinese nationals are 
suspended. 

► All visa applications by foreign 
nationals with travel history to 
mainland China, Hong Kong and 
Macau in the past 
14 days will not be accepted. 

► Online entry visa applications 
submitted by Hong Kong and 
Macau passport holders will not 
be accepted (including entry 
permit, online visa, landing 
visa). 
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► All travelers, including Thai 
nationals, are required to obtain 
a health certificate indicating the 
traveler is COVID-19 free and 
submit an "Intent to Return 
Form" to the Thai Embassy in the 
country of departure in 
accordance with the guideline 
issued by the Civil Aviation 
Authority of Thailand.

► If the passenger is unable to 
present the above required 
documents, the air carrier will 
not issue a boarding pass.

► Individuals that visited mainland 
China, Hong Kong, Macau, South 
Korea, Iran and Italy must comply 
with self-quarantine requirements 
upon arrival. Foreigners are to be 
quarantined at designated hotels. 
Thai citizens must implement self-
quarantine at their own residence.

► All travelers with travel history 
from France, Spain, United States 
of America, Switzerland, Norway, 
Denmark, Netherlands, Sweden, 
Great Britain, Japan, Germany are 
required to self-monitor at their 
residence for no less than 
14 days. Foreigners are 
recommended to implement self-
monitoring at their registered 
hotels/ accommodations. Thai 
citizens are recommended to 
implement self-monitoring at their 
own residence. 

► Those with a travel history from 
mainland China, Hong Kong, Macau, 
South Korea, Iran, Italy, France, 
Spain, United States, Switzerland, 
Denmark, Netherlands, Sweden, 
United Kingdom, Ireland, Germany 
and Japan in the last 14 days 
before departure will need to 
present a Health Certificate, proof 
of Medical Insurance (that covers 
COVID-19), and Completed T8 Form 
or "AOT Airport of Thailand" 
Application before checking-in at 
the airport of origin.

► A Medical Certificate and an "Intent 
to Return Form“ may be required 
when submitting new visa 
applications. 

► Visa exemptions will no longer be 
available for nationals from Italy, 
Hong Kong, South Korea.

► Visas-on-Arrival will no longer be 
issued to nationals from Bulgaria, 
Bhutan, mainland China, Taiwan, 
Cyprus, Ethiopia, Fiji, Georgia, India, 
Kazakhstan, Malta, Mexico, Nauru, 
Papua New Guinea, Romania, 
Russia, Saudi Arabia, Uzbekistan 
and Vanuatu. 

► Visa exemptions will no longer be 
available for nationals from Italy, 
Hong Kong, South Korea.

► Visas-on-Arrival will no longer be 
issued to nationals from Bulgaria, 
Bhutan, mainland China, Taiwan, 
Cyprus, Ethiopia, Fiji, Georgia, 
India, Kazakhstan, Malta, Mexico, 
Nauru, Papua New Guinea, 
Romania, Russia, Saudi Arabia, 
Uzbekistan and Vanuatu. 

► Thai Embassy visa applications 
may be delayed due to the new 
health certificate and "Intent to 
Return Form" requirement.
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► All borders are closed effective 
22 March 2020. 

► All travelers or those with family 
arriving from overseas had to 
self-isolate for 14 days prior to 
the border closure. 

► Issuance of new entry visas is 
currently suspended. 
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► As of 21 March 2020, Uganda 
is in lockdown. No travel is 
currently allowed into or out of 
the country.

► 14 day mandatory isolation and 
quarantine measures are 
imposed on travelers that 
entered Uganda before the 
lockdown

► In light of the current 
prohibition on entry to, and exit 
from Uganda, holders of 
previously issued, valid visas 
may not use those visas to enter 
the country at this time. 

► Applications will still be 
accepted online but delays can 
be expected in processing due 
to the COVID-19 lockdown.
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► ll foreigners are barred from 
entering Ukraine as of 
16 March 2020.

► All commercial international 
passenger services, including 
flights, trains and passenger 
buses, to and from Ukraine 
have been suspended for a 
period of two weeks beginning 
from 17 March 2020.

► Individuals are being asked to 
self-isolate for 14 days. 
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► As of 19 March 2020, holders 
of previously issued (valid) visas 
are restricted from entry to the 
UAE. This restriction is 
currently in place until 2 April 
2020, but it may be extended 
beyond this date subject to the 
decision of local authorities. 
Holders of diplomatic passports 
may be granted an exemption 
and allowed to enter. 

► All travelers who enter the UAE 
must undergo 14 days of 
mandatory self-quarantine 
effective 18 March 2020.

► As of 19 March 2020, holders of 
previously issued (valid) visas 
are restricted from entry to the 
UAE. This restriction is currently 
in place until 2 April 2020, but it 
may be extended beyond this 
date subject to the decision of 
local authorities. Holders of 
diplomatic passports may be 
granted an exemption and 
allowed to enter.

► No new visas will be processed 
during this time, including work 
and business visas.

► No new visas will be processed 
during this time, including work 
and business visas.
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► Individuals should self-
quarantine if showing COVID-19 
symptoms.

► UK visa application centers in 
the following locations 
(Gibraltar, Falkland Islands, 
mainland China, Hong Kong, 
USA, St Helena, New Zealand, 
Australia, Cuba) are closed until 
further notice.

► Tehran Visa Application center
has closed - no one can 
therefore apply for a UK visa 
there.
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► Travelers that have been to 
mainland China, Iran, Ireland, 
the 26 Schengen area 
countries, or the United 
Kingdom and Ireland in the 14 
days prior to seeking admission 
to the US will be refused 
entry. This excludes US 
Citizens, US Lawful Permanent 
Residents, members of the US 
armed forces and their 
immediate family members.

► Canadian nationals and 
Canadian residents may not 
travel to the United States for 
non-essential travel. 

► US citizens and Lawful 
Permanent Residents entering 
the US from a restricted country 
will be subject to enhanced 
entry screening and directed to 
proceed to their final 
destination, and immediately 
home-quarantine in accordance 
with CDC best practices.

► The Department of State has 
temporarily suspended all 
routine immigrant and 
nonimmigrant visa 
appointments as of 20 March 
2020. 
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► All flights from Europe and the 
US are prohibited until further 
notice. 

► Uruguay closed its borders with 
Argentina (land, sea, air). 
Uruguay citizens and residents 
of Uruguay are exempt from 
this decision.

► As of 23 March 2020, travelers 
coming to Uruguay from the 
following countries will be 
subject to 14 day mandatory 
quarantine: Italy, mainland 
China, South Korea, Japan, 
Singapore, Iran, France, 
Germany, Spain and the United 
States.

► Delays are currently being 
observed in the issuance of 
Uruguay visas. 
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► A nationwide quarantine is in 
place with a possible end date of 
13 April 2020. 

► As of 23 March 2020, 
mandatory use of masks 
covering the mouth and nose is 
required.
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► All inbound international flights 
have been suspended.

► All foreign nationals will be 
barred entry starting on 22 
March 2020 with the exception 
of those entering for 
diplomatic, official and other 
extraordinary purposes 
(including foreign guests 
attending or otherwise in 
service of important foreign 
affairs events, experts, 
corporate managers, high 
skilled workers).

► The Vietnam – Cambodia border 
closed effective 20 March 2020 
until further notice. 

► All passengers, with the 
exception of diplomats and 
officials, will need to undergo 
14 days of quarantine.

► The validity of the Visa 
Exemption Certificate for 
persons of Vietnamese origin 
and their families is temporarily 
suspended.

► Mandatory health declaration 
and medical screening in 
designated areas at ports of 
entry, along with appropriate 
quarantine measures, in place 
for all travelers. 

► There are no new visas being 
issued as of 18 Mar 2020, for 
30 days. 
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